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Ti perſon who publiſhed diets nes 
about twelve years ago, obſerves the Writer 
of them, “ never ſuppoſed they would be 
made public, but put down the ſentiments. 

of her heart, in the confidence of friend. 
ſhip. This may excuſe the inaccuracies 
ſome may find: beſides they are not re- 
. as patterns of polite epiſtolary 
correſpondence. Their merit is of anothor 
kind. It conſiſts neither in the fineneſs of 
the language, nor in the elegance of the 
_—_— AE really think it does, as el 
in the goodneſs of the ſentiment,” 
a not aſhamed to recommend them 5 
« patterns of truly polite epiltolary correſ- 
pondence:“ expreſſing the nobleſt ſenti- 
ments in the moſt elegant manner, in N 1 
pureſt, yea, and fineſt language. Yet ung its 
doubtedly even the beauty of the language: 8 lf 
is A0 compared to the Spirit which 
breathes ihrodghout. Happy they when 45 
both taſte her Spirit and are partakers of it: \ \ 
Who walk in the hight as He is in the hight, and 
know that the blood of * efus Chriſt his Son. 139 
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Your letter, my ever dear friend, has been a+ 

great bleſſing to me; that you ſhould Weite in the 
ſtyle you now do, filled me with ſuch a. ſenſe of my; 
own unworthineſs, and. of the goodneſs: of God io 
me, that it melted my ſtony heart, and drew tear 
from mine eyes. Oh would the God 1 enable- \ 

me to be of any help to you, how would my ſoul di- yo 
late in thankfulneſs, Bleſſed Redeemer, draw us 
both, and ſo will we run after thee, Oh Spirit of / 
truth deſcend on thine unworthy ſervants, and make: | 
us fully ſenſible of the ſeal of our redemption! Nan. . 
vince us ſtill more deeply of our ſins, and | 
{till more fully to know, that they are waſhed awa | 
by the blood lood, of Jeſus. - - Thou — | 
we labour under, the diſſipations of our thoughts, 
our wanderings in prayer, our ſpiritual ſloth, and. all 155 4 
the hardneſs of our hearts. Stir us up earneſtly to * 
ſeek after the things of God, and fix our inconſtant 
8 Thou knpweſt that we deſire (for this deſire- 
| A'S, comes. 


-#omes ** thee) that the love of theFather may abile 
in our hearts. We beg thine aſſiſtance that we may 
. eagerly ſeek-after this love,” Oh teach us the prayer 
of faith, and enable us conſtantly and undauntedly to 


forter for ever and for ever. Amen. Amen. 


7 
9 ” „ Y 


preſs- forward toward the mark of the prize of our 
high calling. Be thou our guide, be thou our com- 


* 


What a taſk have you laid upon me ? Iwatch over | 


| you! I your guide ! This quite overcomes me, I 


cannot bear it. Oh, my love, there is no one ſo 
much wants a guide and a director as 1 do. Sur 


this letter of yours was particularly deſigned by 


4 vidence to humble me; but unworthy as I am, 1 


will by the grace of God ſtrive to do every thing you 


deſire of me: but then you muſt return the ſame to 
me, and take me into the number of thoſe you watch 


over, ' Let us go hand in hand in theſe paths which 
lead to everlaſting life. What ſhall 1 ſay to quicken 
your ſteps ? It was ſaid to me finge I ſaw you, by 


Mr. I hope ſtill to have a great deal more plea- 
ee ſure from you, by ſeeing you preſs forward.” Think 


theſe words were addreſſed to you by the ſame per- 
fon, Oh what a bleſſing of God accompanies the 


words of one who is uniformly a Chriſtian, of one 
who ſpends and is ſpent for the ſervice of his maſter, 


of one who has no one view but the glory of God 


and the ſalvation of fouls, - Who would not ſtrive 
earneſtly 10 follow ſo bright an example ? The very 
ligt of ſuch-a-perſon/animates the ſoul in its warfare, 


wks ul which is the leaſt alive toGod, would 
e not 


(7) N 
not even agoni ze to be perfectly renewed after the 


image of Chriſt? Is your heart, is my heart ſo dead, 
that this will not affect it ?— Alas, I grieve for. 


wine on me God give me 40 nyoicn- fer yams 


1 have time for no more. May the bleſſing Fare | 
influence of the ever-adorable Trinity, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spun, be continually with your ſoul., _ 


J am e e ON 


—  ——_ ; A 
My dear Friend, 


12 8 are „ ES! 
enough to bear what I am going to ſay to you, | 
that I have long ſeen a mixture of pride and yanity 
even in the beſt of your performances; but I could 
hardly allow myſelf to believe it, What! Have I 
often ſaid, ſhall I judge ſo of her, whom every body 
admires for her ſurprizing modeſty and Humility ? 
Is it not becauſe ſhe is more excellent than myſelf, 
and therefore I am ſeeking to find ſome fault in her? 
Then I have often prayed to God not to ſuffer my 
| ſoul to be deceived by any ſiniſter views, and to per- i 

fett in you what was wanting. And this 1 he 
will do for us both, if we keep the longing eye o {4 
our ſouls ſteadily fixed upon him, Oh for holineſs, | 
of *heart! Let us labour, my dear companion, fort | 
holineſs, as a dying ſinner labours for life. 15 
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I had yeſterday a moſt delightful letter from 
Mr. 999, A me to my knees ſo convinced of 


- 
2 « 
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| my black ingratitude to my heavenly Father, that L 
could neither find words. nor thoughts ſufficient to 
expreſs my unworthineſs; yet at the ſame time my, 

| heart was full of thankſgiving, under: a ſenſe of his 

- unbounded mercies. O help me, my dear friend, 

to be more and more thankful ! Such advantages. 
deareſt Jeſus; how juſtly great muſt. be my con- 

| demnation, if I do not make ſuitable improvements, | 

Take the latter part of Mrs *** letter, apply it to 

vyourſelf conſtantly, every minute if poſſible. * You 
have need therefore to watch and pray always, 
and then eſpecially when you might ſeem to have 
© leaſt need. You have reaſon therefore to fear 

a always; for your enemies are always watching. 

4% But you have reaſon likewiſe to rejoice always, 


a Y becauſe he that ahh you never beg tf 4 47 


2 


Have read your letter with: tears, and earneſt 
prayers to God for you, and fbr myſelf; We 
7 are both unworthy creatures; indeed, my love, we 
are, more unworthy than we can either expreſs or 
conceive. Oh let us fly to the blood of ſprinkling, 


There and there alone can we find help. 


Thee ks: to God, that you 508 a clear view. 
of your own heart, - This is a moſt profitable pro- 
ſpect, though a moſt dreadful one. Think me not 

| cruel; when I Wich that the Holy-Spirit may deeply 

wound your ſoul with a. ſenſe of its corruptions, 
The deeper the convicuon,. the firmer the Peace Ro 

| ,thex follows, 1 3 


N 


za 


69). 


me you are hurried away by deſires aſter worldly 
happineſs, Is it poſſible? Alas, my friend, pardon. 
the harſhneſs of the expreſſion, if the love of the 
world is in your heart, you are only a painted jepul- 
chre, beautiful indeed outwardly, but within —— 
My dear creature, I cannot bear to think this 


A Chriſtian be hurried: away with the deſires and 


endeavours after worldly happineſs! If St. Paul's 


1 knodier he 3-belieys atk, when youtell | 


character of a Chriſtian is right, how far are you. . 


from being a Chriſtian ? „ Ye are dead, ſays he, 
and your life is hid with Chriſt in God. 


May not thele violent ragings of pride, vanity, 1 


&c. you ſpeak of, be ſome of the laſt ſtruggles of 
2 dying enemy? When the ſtrong man a 


keepeth his houſe, his goods are in peace, but when | 
he that is ſtronger comes upon him to overcome | 


1 


him, and to take from him that armour in which he 
truſted, no wonder the houſe is in a tumult. 


this I hope is your preſent caſe, But bew 


And 
T7. 
dear ſoul, of thinking, that you never ſhall be other» |. 

wiſe, Limit not the grace of God. He has only, 


to ſay, a ran! j 


and ſea obey him. But how to obtain this peace 
Oh my dear friend, will you follow the advice 


the meaneſt and moſt unworthy an, 


13 


_ Chriſt? Look upon yourſelf as being only now 
fully convinced of your guilt and dreadful condition. 
. as a ef pe EBERT 


o 
* 
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4 2 their aggravations: and when your out re weightd 


r moon or re ere noon pu — 
— ñ —— 
, 
” 
y ” 
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- down to the duſt under'a ſenſe of yout own vileneſs, 
then throw yourſelf at the foot of the croſs: there 
lie as a loathſome leper before the almighty healer: 

mere let your parched ſoul. gaſþ (with the utmoſt 
ſtretch of all your faculties) after thoſe life-giving 
ſtreams which flowed from Chriſt's hands, his feet, 


2 his pierced fide; and there keep the eye of your 


mind fixed, until you have a freſh ſenſe of his par- 
doning love, until the fill ſmalt voice be heard in 


your ſoul— Be of good cheet, thy fins are forgiven 


thee,” ELIE 4 7 1 | 
8 1 3 as us! 3: 48% ' 


> | | — — — * a 
Was in hopes, my dear, that I had cauſe to 
think you had gained ground, but if I was miſ- | 


"kin am very ſorry, God forbid: however that 


you ſhould have gone back: I muſt not for my own 
eaſe believe that. The reaſon for your not finding. _ 
fo much comfort as uſual flowing from the croſs, is 
becauſe you lay yourſelf too much out upon outward 
ls I doubt not but your own will is indeed 
very powerful, and it will ever be ſo, while you 
indulge yourſelf in caſtle building. Let your 
ſchemes be ever ſo good, they are (unleſs God had 
given you the means and power to perform them). 
merely the creatures of your own will; and I don't 


know any thing that ſelf. will more delights, i in, than 
in theſe imaginary. good projects. | Believe me, my 


dear ſoul, I ſpeak from experience, There is nothing 
more encourages ſelf- will, pride, and every temper 


15 we ought to ſubdue, than theſe ſchemes. For God's 
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Gke ſtrive to get the better of this folly; I know 
your temper is naturally inclined to it, and there- 
fore you ought to be more particularly watchful, 
Cannot you, my love, keep your thoughts fixed on 
the preſent moment in a conſtant dependance on 
the leadings of the Spirit of God, and only wiſhing, 
that every ſucceeding moment may bring a new / 5 
acceſſion of grace to your ſoul, without fixing on the 
particular means, by which you would have it come. 
When the will is in this total reſignation to God, it 
brings a peace the ſoul, which cannot be deſeribed. 


I dont like your going to Vauxhall 1 think you 
ought to try every poſſible means, to get off. Sup- 
poſe you were to be ſincere, and own it was againſt 
your conſcience. Pray God, direct you what to da. 
If you are realy forced to go, God will preſerve aur 
heart from the pollutions of the place. If this is the 9.2 
caſe, I think you will be in leſs danger of being hurt 
there, than in your viſit to Mrs, *** : for in this vis * 
ſit you will lie expoſed to the worſt enemy you have, 1 
that is, yourſelf, With thoſe good people, whom 
you love and admire, and who love and ad vou, 
you will without the moſt conſtant watchfulneſs, || 
be continually | , falling into Giſorking and . 15 & 
applauſe, | | n AK. | ö 


| by fear, 2 Kg you will * chink me e A, 
in my ſpeaking; but I cannot anſwer it to my con- 
ſcience, fince what has paſt between us, not to- 
e e e Gaps n . | 
vent 


> 


(2) 


that I wiſh you would not make this viſit to Mrs, 
% quite the contrary ; but I wiſh yod to keep the 
moſt -conſtan' guard upon your on heart, that 
what ſhould be . not, unto you an 


om of falling. ‚ 
T4 am your ever 9s MAGE naue. 64. 
— nr Ingo 5. 
» der Friend, . ee | i; 
1 God, that you now ' ths the danger 6 
wandering imaginations in a clearer light; but I 


can purſue, which are not for what we call doing 
| good. © Depend upon it, my dear, if you can by-an 
alt of your will waſte a thought on any future view 
* of happineſs, that regards only yaur ſituation it this 
world, you are yet far from the kingdom of God, To 
| a ſoul, that has but the loweſt ſenſe of the pardoning 
love of God, every ching that does not lead to a 
greater ſenſe of this love is inſipid. Out ward chings, 
according to the preſent circumſtances we are in, 
ought to be attended to with prudence, though not 
with anxiouſneſs; but that ſoul which runs out after 
them in future ought. to tremble, My dear creature, 
are we not every moment on the brink of eternity, 
and may plunge in the next, for ought we know, 
What then have we to do but every moment to graſp 


after new degrees * 890 new power over ſin, a 
till 


* / 


vent your progreſs in grace, Dot * TI 


cannot gueſs what ſchemes a heart like yours (which | 
1 ſhould hope was defirous of nothing but what im- 
mediately tended to increaſe in it the love of God) 


43 ) 

Aill higher ſenſe. of the love of God ſhed * in 

our hearts? Without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the 
% Lord,” Alas! what is a life of ſixty or ſeventy 
years (ſuppoſing we could be certain of ſo many) te 
attain univerſal holineſs ? And ſhall we loſe a mo- 
ment ? Outwardly we muſt a great many, but till 
our hearts may be gaining ground in the ſteady. pux- 
ſuit of that end, for which we were created, and to 
which we have ſuch glorious encouragements.— | 
What! ſhall Chriſt cry out to us in vain, Give 
« me thy heart ?” Or ſhall we dare to. divide that 
heart, which coſt him ſo dear ? Oh my friend; be 
jealous for your redeeming, God. Suffer not that 


ſoul, for which he ſhed his precigus blood, to fray 
one moment thous Wn, - E 


\ 
1 


TJ am el, you Cava pleaſure at Vayxhall., I || 
could not have believed it had you not told me fo | 
yourſelf, 1 fee, my love, I have thought far too 
highly of you. What a frightful diſtance is there 
ſtill between you, and a Chriſtian ! Could any one } 
who had the mind which was in Chriſt TRE * 77 
pleaſure where they ſaw. God diſhonoured, 

fellow-creatures running headlong to de oY f 
You had reaſon, indeed to be aſhamed, and wot | 
God that you was ſo- Tho cure ee 
aſtronomical inſtruments might diſtract your! mind fo 
a longer time, but your taking delight in theſe « 
not ſhew ſuch an exceſſive depravity of heart, as.th 
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"pleafure you gave me laſt , and fill to , 
urge you more and more "continually to preſs for- | 
| dards. Young ak you are, you may perhaps be ve 
neat the end of your courſe, a and the time given þ 

© to work in may, for ought you now, be very „ 
_ elapſed. That form of yours, which now alight 

the eyes of your friend, and ſeems lo promile a long 
continuance of health and vigour, may ſoon perhaps 
\ become "defaced and loathſome meat for crawling 
Word, end that foul; that" precious and immortal 
oil of yours, Which is now far from loving its crea- 
tor as it aught to do, may ſoon ſtand naked ir- the 
Agut of that God, to whom it has n ungrateful 
its day of probation paſt and its hot caſt for a whole 
eternity. Oh my friend, my deareſt companion in 
my 'pityrimage, I conjure you by all your heart bolds 
dar, that you loſe not a moment ? Oh may that God, 
Who is 10 itſelf, fo inflame your foul with a fenſc 
of his love, r its drofs; and make 
it through Chrift an acceptable ſacrifice to himſelf! 1 
"think the laft time I faw you T had the FatisfaRion of 


Wives of ſalf-fedhing in you, than 1 "ever Ad 
ert. Suro God will r 4 


s 
* # & 


is) 


you. Farewell: Whenever, ny: Jove, I think "ws - 
o 


nen * en eee 8 . $4185 "008 


— eats 3 
part of the account youigive me. You have hen 
very happy indeed ; and i ſeems to me, tat C 
gave you this bappineſs as preparatory to the trials, 
which were to enſue, and, if you ſhould afier this 
goodyels of God towards you grieve his Holy Spirity 
by ſuffering your heart to indulge any temper, which 
| know to be contrary to his will, what worde 
would be ſtrong enough to paint your black ingrati- | 
tude ? 1 will. deal-plainly with, you. I think yow 
ere now in a moſt. dangerqus ſituation. Ney thing 
around you will. conſpire to tempt you to d fins 
which moſt oaſihy beſeta you, and. therefore you mulk | 
not be one moment off your v,. | You null} gray ö 
without ceaüng, even in the fulleſt ſenſe. of he 
. words, and conſtantly ſtrive to have ſtrongiy painted / 
Porky imagination Zefus Chrifl, and Mm _ ; 
Theze is nothing 1 think more, tends to humble 
han yor of the. ſufferings of Chriſkgas. | | 
* yourſelf going to ſay or do any thing! | 
Vith a view to praiſe, think, this tier, this. 
ty of mine added to the weight of my Savious's: | 
ferings, and made more hitter bis cup of N 
win n 


-- 


| | 4 16 1 | 
one enk of gratitude, can il this" Tha 155 . | 
Was you now ſtanding on Mount Culvgty nbar the 
| croſs of the bleſſed Jeſus (ſuppoſe the dteadful deed 
was but now performing) and you ſaw theRedeemer of 
the world Juſt nailed ' to. his croſs, fay, would you 
help to drive the nails ſtill deepor? Would you 
preſs the thorns cloſer to his ſacred temples? Would 
vou help to increaſe that load, which made him cry, ; 
. _ out, My God, my God; Why haſt thou forſaken | 
me f Does not your ſoul ſhüdder at the thought? 
O my friend, would you not rather die, glad! br 3 
for this your ſuffering Lord 7 Would you not | 
be cut in ten thouſand pieces to ſave m one key; ; 
I know you would. And will you not ſtrive 
+ againſt that ſin, which increaſed his ſufferings ? Will 
you not ſtrive, my love ?Pﬀ=—Yes, ſure you will. 1s 
not every thing we can give up by far too ſmall a re- 
turn for What this Redeemer has done for us? And 
mall we not give this little? Above all ſhall we not 
give what moſt of all ſeparates us ; from him, our felf- 
and Jel/-ſeeking p Think my friend when any one 
is HinGrig to you, how extraordinary you, are —40 this 
u perſon is ignorantly driving me from my Suvioin.® 
And if you ſhould, which God forbid, find yourſelf 
tempted to indulge a. vain complacericy in their: ap- 
plauſe, think immediately how their praiſe would be 
turned into contempt, did they know your heart as it 
really is, and' bl#ſh for thus deceiving them. Recol- 
lect ſome of the mean'motives which perhaps have 
been the ſprings of ſome of your moſt admired words 
and actions, and let your foul within you be humbl- 
2 oF. © ed 
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| neſs. And beware how youſſulſer yourſelf 1o:attemyt 


| fecure in the love of God will eafily Der Thain. | 
TI wiſh you may find more and more benefit 


excellent, and I believe the beſt form of prayers. . 
ever was put together. I cannot reproach you for. 


2 0 : X 
G 


careful how you draw praiſe upon yourſelf by pra = 
ing others. This is what 1 am very apt to fall into; 


and therefore 1 am the more ſenkble of its hurtful- 


explaining nice points of doctrine, unleſs it is evident 


rally accompanies this diſplay of the: capacity. May 


you conſtanily walk inthe light of God's countenance, 


I EIT OE . we 


# 


AM glad, my dear friend, that your viſ 40,599 


tend every ſituation we are in, but the ſoul that reſts 


church prayers: they are for human compoſitions ver 


that which God has pardoned,” but you- eentainly | | 
ought pony more watchful, that you. ſall nt 
again : Nea 

nation. danger which may accrue te yon 
= vs will L nd be known. to you bye. 
perience only; She is certainly a. good creature her- 
felf, FO Pope's but there is a ſpirit haunts her 
i B 3 , We 


*. 8 


. 
y 


there will be good done by it, and then you may hope; : 
God will preſerve you from the pride, which gene- 


1 has been of ſuch benefit to you and. I pray G 
to contihue it to your ſoul, and not ſuffer theſe im- 
pre ſſions to wear off, Temptations doubtleſs will a6. \ 


618) 4 
lodgings, which is abſolutely contrary to WD uy I 
am ſeeking after,” She is not capable, my dear, of 
| watching your words with any ill deſign. Her only 
view is to find out your errors, and if poſſible cure 
you of them, I doubt not but if you could converſe | 
with her alone, and keep clear of diſputes, ſhe might 
be of great uſe to you, and I hope God will bleſs this 


And every other means to the good of your ſoul, The 
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moſt excellent people in the world will be of little 
© avail, unleſs his Spirit aſliſts, and with this there is 
nothing ſo weak or mean, but what may tend 10 th- 


. creaſe his love in our hearts/ For my own pa 
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ſilence and ſolitude ſeem at preſent beſt for me, and 
I am more hurt by ſome religious people, whom I 
' Converſe with, than by the people of the world, In- 


.. deed there is ſcarce any, who does not in ſome mea- 
iure hurt me, except Mr, . Numberleſs arc the 
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| ſmaresthat lie in our way to the heavenly 22 
Tis truly a warfare, and a very Aifficulf one, but 


—_— — 
- 


crown that awaits us at the end i is well wor the Y 
ſtriving for, even unto blood. Beſides the Encou- 


ragements and-comforts we find in the way are glori- 
ous 7 ſure I am that Alexander never ſound ſo much 
Joy in all his conqueſts, as the foul that preſſes after 
the foot-ſteps of Chriſt does in one conqueſt over 
elf. will. There is mbre-delight in ſuffering for God, 

chan in reigning with the world; To claſp the croſs 
0 Chriſt cloſe to the heart, is more happineſs than 
% e en _ inexpreſſible n, 

a een 1s e 


6 


to cry out, #7 
| * X * F e 
Give me to feel thine 2g0nies, « e ae 
One drop of thy ſad cup afford; __ 

I fain with thee would ſympathize, "Sr 


And tare the fffeings of my Lo ; avs 


Oh God of unſpeakable mercy, unbounded love, | 
how little is all we can do or ſuffer for thee! Oh that 
we might not have a thought, nor even a pulſe beat, 
but for. our God ! What is all that earth or heaven 

itſelf can give in compariſon of thee ? Oh uncreated 
beauty, how does every other excellence fade away 
at thy preſence! How does a taſte of thy love make 
every other love infipid ] and a ray of thy light darken 
the brighteſt of created beings ! Oh when, when ſhall 
our ſouls be wholly ſwallowed up in thee ! When 
ſhall we know thee” even alfo as we are known? \ 
Thou knoweſt the deſire of our hearts, thou'ſeeſt how 
our ſouls ſtretch, and pant after thee, even to faint- 
ing. Oh give us to drink of the waters of life, even 
in this our pilgrimage, until we come to drink ſteely. 
of them from that river, which proceedeth — of the // 
throne, of God, and of the Lamb for ever! ms. 
Amen, fog aN YE IIS; FU 
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1 Have been admiring the goodnels of Col to you, 6. 
1 you, in ordering your being at L at à time, 


when it W ah PR of being hurtful, be profitable 
- to 


— ben tones in ear 4 
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| and in truth 1 What, what, my love, are the in- 


| Grily in its own particular think the fame; and in 
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to your foul. ee AO ROPES 
Kr a moſt glorious tim 
for enerciſing a number of chriſtian gtaces —- 
i | | Buchaſeene as this keep the mcg maſt proper 


| citcumſtances this fUneſs of 465 has freed 
r How 

does every thing work together for good to thoſe who 
love God! and how. ungrateful is that heart, winch | 
does not ſtrive more and more to love him in 


Ward temptations you complain of, and what | are 
thoſe unaccountable ſcruples ? The beſt thing you 
e —. ones ae 
but immediately fly to prayer; and if, you cannot 
* pray, only wich earneſtly to pray. Tis right, that 
pvpou ſhould think yourſelf the vileſt creature breath» | 
ing, and I am every day more and more convinced, 
that every ſoul which really loves God muſt negel. 


|| whatever proportion the love of God increaſes in the 
1 7 in the ſame proportion will the ſenſe of is on 


vileneſs and helpleſsneſs increaſe, till at laſt it is in 


ig a manner annihilated. before Gods This iv a point 
B Which the wiſdom of the world cannot underſtand, 


and which no ſcheme of doctrine can teach the heart; 


„ ; ber when wo F) Enew Jeſus Chriſt crucified, then 


we can truly cry out, What! 40 ue fuch jove ? to 
ee e eee ee 
„ e ee IP 
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| 1 21 "v5 WF | 
n for the fin yo fell into. Had „ © 
per of your mind been really charitable, you certainly 
could not lightly have ſpoken evihof any one. Noth? 
than this want of univerſal love, and yet there 4s 
nothing ſo common even among thoſe who in moſt 
other reſpects are unblameable. How ought we every 
moment to watch! Oh when ſhall we indeed be re- 
Wannen nn, r ele 


THAT, my 2 ee can, * 3 0 
animating as your preſent circumſtances? 
God ſeems, 1 think, in a moſt pecaliar manner o 
watch over your ſoul for good. What. intereſting, 
"what heart · affecting ſcenes have you gone through f 
The account I have had of your *** death, has made 
me ſee the goodneſs of God to you in the ſtrongeſt | 
light, and I am ready to ſhudder, when I think that \ 
it is poſſible, even after all this, that you again | 
be ungrateful, Oh watch every moment! 17 
what horrors and agonies you mult. feel; if yo 
ſhould now ſuffer your heart to turn aſide, from this. 
tender and merciful God! The 2 you f 
are no in are like five talents gi ven to your 1 
Remember you are'to gain to them five talents wr ! J 
or expect to hear theſe dreadfu} words— Thou flothfuf 14 
and wicked ſeruant, &c. Your heavenly Father ſeem 
to be making a plain way before your face. I ſee you ö N 
in a light almoſt prophetiral. I rejoice, and yet I trem» - 
ble. You ſeem pointed out, I think, as an. inſtru» 
R de ET ment 
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„ be ſo mean and low, as to pride. itſelf in droſa and | 


* of God? And feay not, yrs will ins alk theſe things 


I Pity you, my dear friend; I ſaw yeſterday that 


eee 
du love te dur Redeemer be'fo intenſe, the our 


ning of laſt furnmer, © There is more a vaſt deal in 
____* faith than we alt imagine;* and though, thanks to 
mme free grace of God, we both know: mote of faith 
| now, than we did at; that time, yet I imay{Rtill repeat 


R 
, but here you- wilt be in danger front your o, 
enemies, pride, and dove olf teaching, and abbve ald 
| that ſell. letting up which you Have found fo difficuls 
to overcome, Oh my dear love, fail not every hous 
e the-day to pray particularly for humility; 1 truſb 
| von are not its danger from any increaſe of fortunes 


No furely, The heart of my beloved friend cannot | 


Ain, Perhaps, you wil And ſome diffcultics in r& 
_ gard to the tempers of your , how neceſfary wi 

| befor you in this caſe" t6 plice conſtantly. befor 
Four eyes the meckneſs and towlinelſs. of the 
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your head was full, and your heart not fo Vatm 
"das fometimes is, - Oh when fhatl we 


| hearts may be conſtantly fixed om him, and we (at 
ir were) walk through the fire without being burnt? 
1 remember having fc ſaid to you the begin» 
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| fin ? Bacauſe e do mot believe. The anbounded riches - 
of the grace of Ged in Chriſt Jab arc: badly 


| a true believer, 


JJ ͤ ĩͤVL V., Bd onl aa 
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„„ as 
4 poſſible to him chat beliaveth,”, lad dhe C 
truth ; and why then da nat you and Leangquer al 
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| 


more aſtoniſhing, than the-parverſenels: of chat . 
which will not fully truſt in them. Chriſt ſtandds 
ever ready to ſave to : uttermoſt, if we will but | 
believe, that he can, and will do it; aud e aw | 
back and (brink from his redeeming hand. Ss of | 
fer the dark clouds of aur fallen nature to gbl 

the glorious light of the _promiles of God, And 

though our beads may be fully convinced of their 

truth, and we may have ſome defires of attaining 4 
them, yet there is in the centre of our ſouls an had- 


dien root of unhelief, which juſt as we are going to _ | 


lay hold on the prize whiſpers —* How <an theſe | 

« things he? and then we fink. I have heard it * 
obſerved of the cagle, that ſhe holds har ones / | 
full againſt the bright. heams of the mid-day un | 
they behald it Rradfaſtly he newriſhes them, hut, 1 
they turn away their beads gr ſhut their 


n 

daſhes them to the grauad. There is ſomething very 70 
profeſſion af halineſa, has all the. outward. marks th 
a theſe duftend eagles have of thb | | 


ſtriking in this; | A..nomival; believer, who makes 
o 


beams of the ſun of rightoouſneſa: and bow dreadful 
is the. conſequence? Oh my love, how gust ee 
Watch and pray! How carefully oughtwe, to he nat 
49-lols hight eee pe Amanat 
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leſt the eye of cur minds tecals by that SOTO 
vad dimneſs and weakneſi, which wight render 
| incapable of ſteadfaſtly beholding him, when he 
Wo — ſhall appear in all the fulneſs of his glory. May the 
Ill — God-of: Mercy preſerve you in all e ag and 


. 805 moment. Oh may that bleſſed peace 
leave your ſoul: it is eternal life begun, and ten 
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eee, M n i 4 ; 
Praiſe God with my while heart for your 25 


- neſs and ſtrength, and I pray him to increaſe it 


thouſands laid in the balance with this peace would 


8 be all lighter than vanity. It is a glorious ſign, that 
* in out ward troubles, or in ward temptations, you can 


leave the means of your deliverance intirely to God, 
without ſuffering ' your imagination'to run out'after 
the manner in which you probably may be delfvered, 


+ Oh that we could always venture ourſelves upon the 


mercies of our God! Then would he indeed work 
wonders for us - wonders which we now can ſcarce 


believe, though the God of truth himſelf declares 
them unto us“ And this God will ſurely keep you 
in the dangers to which you are going to be expoſed, 
if you will be watchful to keep the eye of your mind 


conſtantly 'turned towards him, and wait and hang 
upon him, as à little child on its fond parent, draw- 

ing all your help, all your comfort from him, and 
kim alone. If you have but little outward retire- 


ment, ſhut more cloſely the door of your heart, and 
01 
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there in its inmoſt receſſes commune with your God, | 
and Redeemer, there be continually crying unto. 
him—Lord thou knoweſt all things, thou knowelt - 
that I love thee; thou knoweſt, O life and joy of 
my ſoul, that I defire nothing but to do thy perfect 
will, and to be conformed to the likenels of thy ſuf- _ 
ferings, as well as to the likeneſs of thy reſurrection. 
Oh crucify in me the whole body of ſin! Give me 
an humble, a mortified, and child- like ſpirit, and 
in thine own good time perfect the work thou hall 


begun in my ſoul. 55 — | 3 


As to examples which are not 2 I hope I may 
ſay, that all the effect they can have upon my be- 
loved friend (in her preſent happy ſtate of mind) will 
be to drive her nearer to her God; and in that neat» 
neſs what comfort does the believing ſoul find ? 
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Wal earth and hell engage 4 ** 55 Val 
Io ſhake that ſoul with fear; Nas 
Calmly it dehies the rage b Bj 
. Of perſecution near. + 
Suffering faith ſhall brighter grow, , 5 TA 
As gold when. in the furnace tried: Ps 84 


Only Jeſus will we 1 
And Jews a rofl. 


Yes, my LAT let thoſe who file themſelves our 14 
beſt friends j join with the world in calling us mopes 
and ge, nn ſteadfaſtly fixed on the rock 
| | C | | wang 


0 1 


| . 26 ) ky £1 ; 

"which, cannot be moved, we will Stars) nay Joy 
fully take up the reproach for his ſake, who hid not 
| his bleſſed face from ſhame and ſpitting for our fakes, 
; to make us (accurfed and loſt creaturgs) heirs of eter- 

nal glory. Oh that his ſtrength may but accompany 
"us; and the light of his countenance | continually 
abide with us; and then we ſhall not fail to go on 
e Ann., 4 
F of 
4 "For God' 's ſake avoil diſputes of all kinds. [as 
delighted the laſt time you was with me, to | 
chat you was greatly altered for the better in re- 
pelt. Think not that I will omit to pray for 
and fail not to pray for me. Oh my friend, ſoon 
will tans by eee up in eternity. f 7. 
— Sen 
Iss believe you, rn that you | 

have not brought back the ſame heart ygu car- 

- ried with you: for 1 thought 1 diſeovered the two 
laſt times I ſaw you, a falling off from the gtace you 
bad, and the happy ſtate of mind you had been in; 
e dut for God's ſake ſtrive to recover yourſelf before 
you are ſunk lower. Think how dreadful your caſe 
Will de, if you ſhould ſo grieve the Spirit of Cod, 
2s to cauſe him to depart from you. I know your 
heart to be ungrateful and deceitful, and you your- 
{elf know full well how much it is ſo ; but fear not 
to ſearch into its molt hidden ions, Was it 
© en times more vile and polluted than it is, the blood 

A Jeſus is . And my deat 
7H ſoul, 


{| 


. 


r r © 


(# 20 Spe, 
ſoul, let me intreat of you earneſtly to ſeek he's | 
clear and conſtant ſenſe of the pardoning love 4 
God. This only can enable you to trample all temp- 
tations under your feet : believe me, unleſs you 
really walk in the. light of his countenance, ' you 
never can conquer all the powers and works of dark- 
neſs, Oh ſeek the peace which "paſſes all under. 
ſtanding. ' You have need enough of it, T am fare; 
conſidering the many ſnares you walk in. I really 
fear you do not diligently feek after God: tis very 
certain they that ſeek. ſhall find; and therefore that 
the Redeemer is not fully manifeſted in your ſoul 1% 
entirely owing to your ſloth and negligence. How 
is it poſſible for you to keep your ground againſt 
temptations which are continually ſtriking upon your 
fenſes, unleſs you have in you the ſubſtance of things 
hoped for, the evidence'of things not ſeen ? When - 
our underſtandings are clear in goſpel. dpfirthel,” w6 
are too apt to Imatzine our hearts are ſo. My En 
friend, for God's ſake deceive not pure. OR 
luffer not your ſoul to reſt, till you can ſay with full / I 
aſſurance of faith, t My fins are forgiven.” | De- 2 
pend upon it this is the firſt ſtep in true chriſti „ 
Oh cry to God every moment from the bottiqm 6f/ | 
your heart, and he will do more for you, than yda/ ö 6 
can either aſk or think. Tam a witneſs of his free, | f 
and boundleſt AN For ſome * days paſt . | a f 
been in the. wilderneſs; my ſoul weary, faint, and 
deſolate ; no rejoicing in God; not one ray from the | © 
Son of Righteouſneſs : but this morning, this bleſſed 
morning, my \ mpg returned to my foul, and I re- 
* I 508 5 "E's" _— 


_— 


(a), 


oO foiced ith joy unſpeakable, and; coy Md; fay with the 
, _ fulleſt aſſurance, * My fins are ay away Chriſt i is 
* mine—God the Father is my reconciled father— 
« God the Holy Ghoſt is my comforter and guide.” 
Oh my friend, my heart is now ſo overwhelmed 
I can ſcarce write, I could repeat 2 thouſand and 

2 thouſand times over—Chrift in mine. My ſoul 1 

ready to ſpring out of its priſon, and I could at thi 
brag face death in all its, moſt horrible proſpects 
to go to my Redeemer. Oh death, where is thy 
_ Ring? Oh grave, where is thy victory? My ear 
love, you know not what you loſe by your negli- 
gence. Oh ſeek, ſtrive, agonize ; could you ſuffer 
the utmoſt tortures in body or mind, they would be 
aas nothing to gain one moment of this ſweetneſs, 
and oh pray for me, that I may not by ſinning 
| grieve the bleſſed Comforter, and loſe my preſent, 
nnn e 
| you both now and for ever. #1 AP 
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TERS yon mourn too from 
your very inmoſt ſoul, till God himſelf gives you 
the true comfort. Oh thou dear backſlider, what 

ſhall 1 ſay? How ſhall 1 find words ſtrong enough 

to make a laſting impre ſſion on a heart ſo inconſtant, 

o flothful, and careleſs ? Oh that the Spirit of God 
would aſſiſt my weak endeavours, and point my 
we unavailing words! You own yy; do not 

| ſtrive 
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pray with comfort, or with any kind of connection, 


I : 
ſtrive earneſtly : oy Lies e 66 6 de not, 
But the bleſſed Comforter ſtrives with you, and ſtill 
you reſiſt and grieve him. How irkfome is it to me - 
always to write the ſame thing? My dear foul, for. 
God's ſake be more in earneſt, How can you talk 
of ſloth and careleſſneſs, when you are ſtanding on 
the brink of a precipice ? Can you promiſe yourlelf 
another day? And are you fit to die in the ſtate you 
are now in ? Nay, are are you not afraid to die? Oh 
if the Lord ſhould ſay of you, as of the barren big- 
tree, © Cut it down, why cumbereth it the ground,“ 
how would you be overwhelmed with dread and 
confyſton ? For you Who know fo well what are a 
the glorious promiſes of the goſpel, to ſuffer your 
thoughts to run upon worldly things is inexcuſable, 
It ſeems ſtrange, that you ſhould think you love 
Chriſt more than you did, when you was in a bet- | 
ter ſtate; however above all things bold faſt, an! 
ſtrive to-increaſe this love, but then at the ſame time 1 
take care that you hate ſin in the e 
and that you ſtrive againſt it with the utmoſt earneſt- 
neſs: for to talk of loving Chriſt, and at the ſame { 7 
time to give away to ſloth, careleſſneſs, and worldly--- 1 
mindedneſs, is an abominable mockery. If you are In 
encompaſſed with ten thouſand temptations 2 4. 
if 


* 


fear, ſo your awn heart conſent not to them. Your 
bleſſed maſter will farely help you, if you can but 
truſt him: never give way, to that ſeeming im- \ 
poſſibility of praying. Though perhaps you cannot J 


yet en be 155 fee n you may 1 | 


PE 

Lora, have mercy upon me—eſus, pity me. Or 
even ſuppoſing you could not do this from your heart, 
alk yourſelf whether you do not deſire to pray: and 
if you do, thank God for that defire, and the next 
\ thought will be a prayer. Could you not make che 
increaſe of your family profitable, by joining at ſtated 
times of the day in ſome aft of devotion ? If it were 
but for one quarter of an hour at a time, there would 
doubtleſs be a bleſſing attending it. Suppoſe you 
were to ling an hymn together, or by turns pray, 
either from ſome form of prayer, or, what would be 
better, extempore. You ought rather to be ſilent, 
and be thought a mope, than to join in triffling dif- 
courſe. Confider, my love, you are to ſet an exam- 
ple to your young friends ; and fear not but God will 


deliver you from this bondage into the glorious U. 


| berty of his children. The feeble truſt you now have. 
zs the work of his bleſſed Spirit, and he will increaſe 
it into an holy confidence. Let not therefore your 
' comfort ficken, but truſt in that Jeſus, who died that 
| you might live; : to whole all merciful boſom I com- 
mit you, 
Hnd am your e Ftv 
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Wy dur friend, tak ak Hh 


1 Hope your preſent circumſtances do not bee 
your conſtant watching over your own heart, and 


preſſing forward in the way of holineſs, In the 
dit of all theſe proſpects death may come! And 


me 
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pride and ſchlhnels, which under an appearance 


CM): 
are you fit to die ꝰ We cannot too often aſk-ourſelves/ 
this queſtion, we cannot be too ſerious.” There is 
only a moment between us and eternity. May the 
Lord Jeſus ſo prepare us, that at whatever hour he 


calls we may be ready, our lamps trimmed, and we. 
ourſelves as "thoſe WhO wait for the bridegroom; 


Adieu, my dear. 7 the e ch yaw: 
from all evit, | 


- G ” 
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O What ſarvice, my dear love, can any thing I, 
ſay be of to you 7 I have tried all means in my 
power to keep your mind more ſteady, but in vain. 
If God has at any time fo bleſſed my letters, that they 
have made any impreſſion on you, it has gone off in. 
two or three days: and when you have had thoſe 
great benefits indeed of converſing with living chriſ- 
tians, though for a time you have been raiſed and 
lively,' yet you have ſoon ſunk into your former goth 
and careleſſneſs. There muſt certainly be ſome 90 
den corruption in * heart, which cauſes this _—— 
conſtancy, 1 often — 2 as I would a book, | 
but you are in truth one of the mot puzzling books I 
ever met with, 1 often rejoice to fee in you (ay I | 
think) an increaſe of grace, and a decreaſe that 514 


humility you had to a great degree. The 


time you Was with me, 1 thought you greatly ad- 


vanced ; and now you are fallen again into 2 \ 
and ſel6fhnefs. The Lord Jeſus raiſe you up. in- 


MY, you grieve and N gnk me. Yoa 
I Ms bent 


n ) 5 
e e e e e e nay 
and ſometimes your letters tempt me to impatience z. 
but then I immediately recolle& my om continual 
back{lidings, and the long · ſufferigg of God towards 
moe, and can I be impatient with my. friend? If your 
Want af retirement is not wing to yourſelf, nevet, 
lay your coldneſs upon that ; for. was your heart fin. 
cere, God, would W- you at all times to look, 
up to him, But if as you ſay, you trifled away your | 
time, and indulged an unwillingneſs to prayer, no 
wonder God with-held that portion of his grace h 
would otherwiſe have given you. Depend upon it 
whenever you find an unwillingneſs to Pray, that of 
all times is the moſt proper for you to pray in; there 
fore never ſay on ſuch an occaſion, I will go read 
: 8 book, or do ſome good work, Which 
may ee e my mind into a better frame for 
« prayer.” No, do not ſo fooliſhly ; but 8⁰, and 
proſtrate yourſelf before God with all your upwil- 
_ lingneſs;'and be will ſoon givt NEWS. * will 
{| EPI XY Nng, —; bl. 
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bee, e ; $34 17 | 
155 is impoſſible for me to judge 8 till I know 
more of your {fair and "ther 'Joube not but 
God, if we aſk in {incerity, will direct us both'*r6 
' agree in our ſentiments, as to what will be moſt cons 
ducive to your eternal welfare, However thus much 
I can now lay, be not unequally yoked with an un- 
| believer, e man I 
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bleſſings to you, if you are very certain you can en 
joy them. Vou ought to be very explicit with the 


timents and his on heart. Vou cannot imagine the 
continual ſnares you will walk in, if you are joined 
to one, who is not joined to Chriſt; eſpecially if 


be a chriſtian) there are alſo advantages in it, which 
perhaps may almoſt make the balance even. But 
how dreadful will it be, if he who ſhould be your 
help prove to you an occaſion of falling ? Above alt 
| things, my dear, try the ſincerity of your on heart. 
F Examine well whether you can becept this offer with 
a fingle eye to the glory of God, and the gogd bf 
your own ſoul ; and fear not, if you aſk counſel of 


God in faith nothing wavering, that he will give you 
freedom of mind, either to e ay wilt be 


RY FE e Rect" . r, 


Tae 000 whale PERO 6 b 0 «pres | 
trated with worldly” thoughts. An affair of this | 
kind always ions a thouſand diſtractions, ol | 
cially Where it is in ſuſpenſe. I ſear your increaſe. 


pineſs. The Lord” Jeſus bleſs you: I pity: you,. 
What need have we of continual aſſiſtanoe from 


a chill, „ be Leading yourſelf ir into temptation, | 
The advantages you ſpeak o of may JoulgJels be great 


perſon, whoever he is, both with regard to your ſe- | 


you have any fondneſs for him. As in a married 
ſtate there are more allurements to draw the mind 
from God than in a ſingle one, fo (if the companion 


of company does not at all add to your ſpiritual hap» 10 


above ? How do we walk as on burning coals 7 O | 
al ; 8 7 l let 
; 4 
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let us five for that ſtats of mind. in which we can 


a to ſay all I wiſh at Ghis important junfyre, 
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ſay, nothing gives me pain but What is contrary to 


dhe will of God, and tends to draw my foul from 


him; and nothing gives me pleaſure, but as it is 
agreeable to his will, and oP to draw Ne foul near- 


n Adieu. FLAP 
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name of 44%, ant, I. hope. God: will. ivy. 


Important-it is indeed to you; and the neater the 
time approaches, the more I feel for you. Alas, you 


| are now plynging -into.. difficulties, which, you can 


have no notion of until you experience them. Vou 
vill have need of more than double watchfülneſs. 


Oh ery, earneſtly to God for graca and ſtrength to. 


keep your ſoul fiom ſinking under the delufverargu- 
ments, which your three grand enemies, the world, 
the fleſh, and the devil, will: he continually attacking 
you with in your ne ſtate of life. "You know, my. 


love, in all our intercourſe, I have not failed to ſet 


before you the diſadvantages and diſtradtiens y 
muſt nectſſarily meet. with in a married liſe. This I 
dchought it my duty to do, though your intentions in 
regard to marriage were always founded upon chriſ- 

| ined to dedicate, 
yourſelf mote particularly to God in a ſingle Rate; I 
ſhould doubtleſs have encouraged that inclination z 
| engaged was not . and I did not dare abio · 


tian motives. Had I found you i 


lutely 
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” 00 ) | 
beth to diſſuade any...one, com. marrying, I have 
therefore only ſtrove to guard you againft the evils 
attending that condition, and pray God gtani you 
may find them overbalanced by the good. The firſt | 
evil, which people are apt to fall into when they max- 
ry, is an extreme ſelfiſhneſs: this I have ſeen moſt 
flagrant inſtances of, but then the people were not 
chriſtians. Oh my friend, remember you have taken 
upon you the ſacred name of chriſtian. The net 
thing which our ſex in particular is very ſubject to, 


is a pretty indolence of ſoul, and a kind of hugging 


themſelves as though they were become people of 


vaſt conſequence; and then all they ſay or do, ] 


every thing which belongs to them, is of importance, 
You will think perhaps there is no danger of your _ 
falling into any thing ſo low and filly as this ; but da | 
not think ſo, for without extreme watchfulneſs it will | 
ſteal imperceptibly upon you, and if you once grow 1 
important, the flood · gates of worldly-mindedneſs will | 
be ſet open, and your faith, your love, and will 
be borne away by the impetuous torrent. The L 1 
Jeſus bleſs you and keep you, and grant that in all * 
the changes of this mortal life, your heart may | 
be GOIN true joys are to be found, 


1 
0 7 
l 
- , . * . - d 
v4: Ut; £2 2444 f ' C 
Nau ere 1 


* © # ”, : 
1 14 "% mY 
0 : : 4 : 
1 =" G : 
* x * 0 e - - * * 
> 'S . 9. r | 
6 1 + 4 , : 
< N 
* . 4 N - 4 * 1 
- , = : - - - 1 
. » - 
-»4 
* 


= \ LS = AU : 
— 
* 1 1 5 4 7 4 * . 
„ * 
” * ” . M * 1 4 ” - : 
. l N o * , 1 
a N 0 w 7 F 1 V " : 
\ a * 1 1 4 
— — wy 
. * 5 * * 
1 * 3 * 
! - 
* 


: * 
IE. . 
. Net N 6 bs 
. 
oſt ITT PROTO 


|" My unh, * % "Tee! *-111 oratarh 


1 Know not how to > along)? to vy tel the charafter 
A you mention, and yet I dare not neglett to do any 
| thing, which you tell me may be of benefit to your 
ſoul. I know God can convey bleſſings. by tho 
meaneſt inſtrument, and relying wholly on his power 

and goodneſs, I enter again into this correſpondence. 
| You complain that I have not lately been ſo watchful 
over you as uſual: In writing I certainly have (50, 
and you know the reaſon ; but as to ſpeaking, if 1 
| have there failed, it is entirely owing to my being ſo 
; apt t to think highly of you, I fear in this I may have 

dealt with you as with my own heart—judged too fa- 


vourably of both. May God give me a clearer in- 
ge) both into 120 and into o myſelf. | | 


I doubt not bak: your pike) condition cont Fiributes 
greatly to your being more in earneſt, and you have 
need to lay up all the ftrength you can againſt what 
may be a time of trial indeed. * ? am glad you found 
ſuch a bleſſing on Sunday. I doubt not but the 
greater degree of light and joy you have, the more 
you will be. aſſaulted by temptations, and theſe per- 

haps not only of a ſtrange, but alſo of an impertinent 
and ridiculous kind: The devil will ſometimes play 
the buffoon : but I have found the beſt way 
of dealing with theſe temptations was not to combat 
them, but to let them paſs through the mind, as you 
would 


_ 


AR 
Would tut x tihidetcm croud of people paſs by your! 
door withiur regardlüg them. 


The ſpeaking. evil of yout neighbour — yow 
are aware, thought it has not all the blarkneſs of pres 
meditated evil-ſpeaking, yet it is a ſure ſigu, that 
you have not that ſpirit of love, without which" the | 
higheſt attainments are but as ſounding: braſs, and | 
a tinkling cymbal. I oftet am ſorry to ſed how nach 
this divine temper is wanting amongſt religious pc 


ful ple. For my own part, I ſtand ſelf-condenned ut 
ot, this, though it is à ſin, which I have even'a'matardt - 
fl averſion to; and I fear there are-bat few: hearts inf 


imperceptible. However, the captain of our ſalve 


truſting in his- help, and following his ſteps,” un“? 
we apprehend 8 which We 


tes n 1 eee Nu 
ve en ge nl lf, 5 

at — 743 gy. | 
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r- houſe ; but though 1 4 


8 tha worth man, yet I rather ſears that deve tordd# \ | 


1 this, now dread the being ſet —_— 
y AA Rh well of, I fee ſuch a 

t pride and felf-love-itt* my own heart, that I dread' 
1 any thing, which can give the leaſt food to theſe hell- 
J ee een REY 


tion can give us to tread even this enemy under dur - 
feet, Let us therefore go on, nothing diſcouraged; | 


rc” 


Y 


—— — 
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16 peace, no perfelt. love, till theſe, be Sou 
away. Was not the bleſſed Jeſus mech and lowly of 
heart? Was not he def piſed and rejected 7 And we? 
5 my dear love, tremble for yourſelf and for me; 
eſteemed, admired, and ſought after. Do 


1 | by 4 0 think you, tread upon burning. coals ? How 


dangerous, how difficult to act for the glory of God, 
without ſacrificing ſomething to ſelf ? And this ſelf 
is all that ſeparates from God—this ſelf is all thar| 
| keeps the bleſſings both of time and eternity from 
our ſouls, Oh let us learn, and know and feel, that 
we are nothing, and that God is all in all. Ceruin 
ir is that unleſs. we die with Chriſt, we- cannot riſe 
to his life. Unleſs we are crucified with him here, 

we cannot reign with him hereafter. Let us then 
nail out corrupt nature to his croſs, and continually 
mortify every temper that is contrary to his perfect 
; will. Suffer. we muſt; but the” love of God will 
make all ſufferings ſweet,- and his grace will enable 
us to conquer all difficulties. I/ rejoice at the vic- 
tory,” which you tell me has been given you over (I 
|| ſuppoſe) ſome reigning ſin. Is not this encourage - 
ment to preſs forward? If you would preſerve, con- 
ſtant peace and recollection, look more into your 
own heart, and lay not out yourſelf too much upon 
others. I have ſeen fo much of the ill effects of this, 
that I dread it both 1 you and 8 Watch 
ae os | Ai 
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Ou laws, 1 hard me great 
pleaſure, This is indeed, as it ought to bes 
And Oh by no means ſuffer this anxious deſire after 
God, this thirſt after holineſs to abate; only let it be 
mixed with that kind of reſignation; which implies - 
a willingneſs to ſuffer, ſo you may be kept from fin, | - 
The pain you ſpeak of I rejoice in. Oh my love, this 
02 and may you more and 1nore be-conformed 
to Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified. A foul thus 
pained, thus longing, thus ſtruggling! for ſalvation, 
and at the ſame time lying low at the foot of the 
croſs, and crying, Lord thy will be done,” is an 
object at which the holy angels rejoice; nay on 
which God himſelf: looks down well pleaſed. Io 
ſuch a ſoul every gofper Blefſing is near at hand. 
The Sun of Righteouſneſs is on the point of riſing in 
it with healing in his wings; the eternal Comforter is 
ready to. witneſs with it, that it is born of God; an 
to fill it with that peace, which paſſeth all under- 
ſtanding, The, bleſſed and adorable Trinity is ready 
to raiſe it from its fallen ate, 8 / 
creation, What encouraging proſpe&s! let 
not this happy pain be taken from, you by.a comp. / 
forts the world can give, but hold it dear Kew of Wo 
heat, as light tp your eyes, neee 
it to joy un POR: e go 0 
» its 1 1 
Ai tins; Vn ber any thing, 
but the ſalvation of our own ſouls and that of others + 
is wrong: becauſe in notbing elſe can we be fire 
L455 EN ob of _ that 
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n will of God. E 
do not kngw how to believe, that you could wiſh for 
d more riches; and if the being 'pleaſed with the 
* thoughts of gain,proceeded only. from this motive, 
that yo thought God was putting it more in your 
power to relieve the neceſſities of others, I would 
e condemn you; but it is ſo difficult to 
take any {atisſaRion of this kind without ſome mix- | 
ture of worldly-mindedneſs, that we cannot be 00 
e in this roſpect; nay e ought rather to 
| Jeſt we ſhould not be found faithful Rewards of the | 
talents put into our bands, as knowing, that both 
in ſpiritual and temporal bleſſings, © +; To whom 

| ee e een e ee 
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| 'F Tru mould pleaſe Cod ea os - 
4 f of benefit to your ſoul, I ſbould greatly rejoices 
4 c And 
3 _ really the account you give of yourlelf at preſent is 
+ ſo ſtrange, that I know not how-to ſpeak to you; of 
"i 5 heather harſhneſs or love is moſt neceſſary. This 1 

| Know, that my wont Foo. is greatly pained for you, 


but I dare not flatter you, If any man hath not the 
# ſpirit of Chriſt, be is none oſ hie- and doubtleſs 
to take a pleaſure in expoſing the faults of others is 
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bi d temper as diſtant from the ſpirit of Chaiſt; as bell 
4 z from heaven. Believe. me, my dear liſe, if the 
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ther cover than expoſe the faults even "of the vin 
of men, And when obliged for their own good, or 


the warning of others, to ſpeak' to the difadvantage | 
of any one, you would do it with fear and caution, at 
the ſame time looking up to God, leſt any b bitterneſs 
ſhould mix, either with your thoughts or words. 
Cod is love, and infinite ſtreams of love are perpetu- / 


ally lowing from him through all created nature. 


His acts of judgment as well as mercy are only as 4 


of love, and defi gned either to remove or to | 


the evils occaſioned by the fall of angels. and of man; 


and the ſoul that is born of God will as neceſſarily 
partake of the divine principle of univerfal love, as 


the child you now carry within you partakes of your 


corrupt nature. You have great zeaſon then to trem- 


ble, while this temper has any footing in your ſoul. 


Don't fit down contented, becauſe you have intervas 


of recollection, but wreſtle mightily with God in er- 


vent prayer, until he fpeaks peace o your ſoul, and 
his love be ſhed abroad in your heart, before whiche | 
this evil diſpoſition will fly as a miſt before the mon- 


ing ſun. Vou greatly — — ——— 
regard to the expected hour of danger ; but fi 
No creature on earth can be more unworthy — 
am; and the God of merey protected me, and gave 

e courage, and calmneſs; and 
— will ſhew the ſame mercy to you; 


nay I have a ſtrong confidenee he will —— 


of extremity give you a clearer ſenſe of his pardoning 
love, than you have yet experienced. Fear not, only 
believe, . All things are pollible- to him that 
believeth.” 0 D 3 1 
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| i i has pleaſed. God within theſe, few days to give 
5 me a ſevere trial, and. eternal, glory be to his name, 
I I have ſtood it crying only, Lord, thy will be dine. My 
Vile boy was taken on Saturday evening with ſtrong 
3 <convulhans, and between that time, and Sund 

evening had I believe full. forty fits. He is now, much 
better. God is ever merciful ; he brings 10 the borgexs 
bf the grave, and raiſes up again, Oh how good it, is | 
\ to ſuffer? How glorious to have grace triumph over 
nature ? How ſweet io lay low at the foot of the 
andi bleſs God for every thing which more conforn 
; PRs W 19 hs and eatne 
- -Adieu 
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THERE the conflicition.<fth4 TI 
5 à means of ſtirring any one up to a greater di- 
| eee of ko them fat enen the things of | 
bf 8 conſider them too" See 
Every ſoul ſhould carefully obſerve that way, in 
which. God particularly leads it, and punRually ſol- 
low every. means which it finds by experience brings 
nit nearer to God. are awakened and brought 
bw by meditating on the ſevere. judgments of God 
eee, e eee on his mereies. 


; Some are employed uſefully to themſelves, and it may 
be to others, by accurately conſidering the ſeveral 
| amazing diſpenſations- of Cod in the whole ſcheme 
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and leſs ſhining way purſua the ſame; end, vin Sas 
tion by the blood of the Lamb fromthe powerias well 
as from the guilt of fin, and union with the pure 


in themſelves, and are made ſa to every foul, which 
in them follows the loadings of the Spirit of God. But 
I may make that, which is good in itſelf, evil tame, 
by uſing it only becauſe another thinks it right, and not 
becauſe 1 find it the means which moſt unites my 
ſoul to Chriſt : and therefore we qught.never to blame 

any one for not being affected by that which aftects * | 


Tis very certain that the judgments of God ito 
now abroad in the earth, and that ſome of the ſign 
of the laſt times plainly appear; this (whether th 

esleulation in the letter be right or wron g) is ob 


ous to every one, and calls atoud bt ſectonthat and 
watchfulneſs, Happy are thoſe who ſhall tand nn. 
moved in the time of temptation, Happy are thoſ/ | 
who when all nature is agonifing around them 2 ; 
fly to the only rock of refuge, and there find 


from the ſtorm, and ſhadow from the 
are thoſe, who mall have the 15 

ir Redeemer, of ſealing i N ; 
cir blood; or in the midſt of 1 * 
ſhouting for joy, and ble fing God for a martyr's 


crown. en pefts, ang 


of ſuffering þ 


general view, of God, as. iphne wiſdam and infinite _ | 
love, reſt calmly: on his will and though: im 8 lawer 


4) 
weak as we ot, 44 God bebe u Wi a trial 
like this, he would alſo give us ſtrength to be more 
than conquerors. In the mean time let us not be 
_ weary or faint i in our minds, but manfully fight till 
we complete victory over our evil hearts; and 
then ſhall we ſtand with humble confidence even 
© before our judge, and though all nature was diſſqlv- 
ed, we ſhould remain unſhaken, and be wholly 
ſwallowed up in joy full of glory. Amen, Lord 


F 40 n , 
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- Thank you for 1 your "Jaft letter, and I bleſs God, 
1 that you was not offended at mine. This bear- 
ing of plain dealing is a comfortable: proof to me of 
_ your ſincerity. If temptations increafe, God will 
give a proportionable increaſe of ſtrength... There 
wants nothing but faithfulneſs on your part to the 
grace already given. I know not the particulars of 


— 


| your ſufferings, but 1 know it is good to ſuffer, It 


is a diſcipline all muſt go through, who make any 
| tolerable advance in. the ſchool of Chriſt, I could 
wiſh you to ſeck more after religion, than comfort 
Conſtant and heartfelt reſignation is a. bulwark 


againſt every trial, and a foundation for ſolid peace, 
and joy tranſcendently pure. The whole Rate of a 
ſoul made'perfe& in love ſtands in that one petition, 
Thy will be done ; and if we could but preſerve that 
ohms VS Gy, I know not what 
could 


| c * SR 
cold wihinal Seppee hoe ben Un i 
morning I ſhould lift up my heart, “ Lord 1 bleſs 
« thee for this hes day which thou half given me. 
« In this day 1 ſhalt have freſh "maitifeſtations of thy 
« will concerning me, either in comforts or in Tuf- 
« ferings. Lord I am thy creature, deal with ine as it 
„ ſhall pleaſe thee ; only leave.me not to myſelf but 
« let thy grace be ſuſſicient far me, and thy irength 
be made perfe& in my weakneſs,” Whenſcttled an 
this frame of mind, ſuppoſe. my trials. to begin. 1 
am tempted by the perverſenels. and eval: tempers of 
my own family to impatience, to anger; but Limme- 
diately recoHe& myſelf, . Lord it is thy, will I ſhould 
bear this ; pardon their peryerſeneſa, and give me 
% to be thankful for every opportunity of ſelf-denial 
« and forbearance.” Well! now another, and more 
difficult trial appears. I am to behave to people, 
whom Kno to be my bitter enemies, whom I know 
to be continually watching occaſions of evil! againſt 
me, as if they were my dear friends. Here every y 
faculty of the foul 1s alarmed, and nature 7 | 
back affrighted. But what does grace ſay 7 . 
„ I thank thee for this glorious trial ! ' What Dk | þ 
> 2 
„ cup my Saviour drank of! Oh blels theſ, 
enemies; ll their, hearts with eee 
« will be peffegted both in them and me“ 
temptation is conquered, but another - and a ene 
trying one immediately ſucceeds... I 5 
kindly by people 1 love, and Who ate really m 
vs How 99 dart wound, as is 
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God, and ſays, Lord, even in this, thy will be 
4 done, and let the ſufferings of Chriſt be perfected 


in me, that I may be alſo a partaker of his glory.“ In 


this manner one might inſtance in all kinds of afflic- 
tion, and dl comfost and ſtrength i in each, 


I know to think ſo FO: of you, as t 
imagine heart in danger of being drawn away b 
the world, But I know I am always apt to ſet you 
in too high a light, and it may be ſo in this caſe: 
this one thing however I am ſure of, that 5 

"fighting for eternity, and this againſt innumerable 
enemies, dangerous ones without, but far more dan- 
gerous ones within. If the Lord himſelf was not on 
our fide, how could we maintain our ground one mo- 


ment. To his NY. ee e I comment ou 


| eee, Kee a 
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on my account. My illneſs I believe is rather 
troubleſome than Ae a diſorder in my ſto 
mach, which has been attended with a flight fever. 


Iwas ill, when you and Mr. *% were to ſee me, 


tough 1 did not complain, and I looked upon it as 
à particular blefling : for had my ſpirits been in their 
an event ſo much wien, would have too 


wuch 


(s) 


much elated me; but my diſorder aer U — 
the balance of my mind even, I fee the goodneſt ff 

God to me in every thing, and therefore ſickneſs or 
health, life or death are equally welcome to me, as 
coming from the ſame gracious hand. Nature its 
true ſhrinks at ſuffering; but grace triumphs in reſig · 
nation, and is thankful for the diſpenſation of the 
preſent moment, without wiſhing or willing in regard 
to the future. But I hope to learn ſome leſſons of this 
this kind from you next Sunday, Till then fare” 
well, 2241 = 
upon your ſoul, 4 
Yours, &c, 


Go Cos VR * * 
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a TY 2 8 | 85 
Tate of God upon Lifton are dreadful 
indeed, I know not what heart can be hard 
enough to hear them without concern. What but 
the amazing mercy of a long-ſuffering God can pre- 1 
vent London from feeling the ſame dreadful blow! | 
And if God ſhould ariſe. to ſhake terribly our land. 
what great reaſon will thoſe perſons have id be 
thankful, whom God bas drawn from all worldly | 
ichemes of happineſs, and Sued their hen oh MY 
baſis, whigh can never be ſhaken, though the arty | 1 
be moved, and the | mountains - caſt into the midſt of 
| the ſea? I have been much comforted in reſpect of i 
me miſeries of others by this ſeripture.— When the 
are abroad in e e 
2 N 23 3 Nl tleree | 
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3 1 
produced by theſe. ſevere acts of juſtice, have e not 


reaſon even in the midſt of terror to admire and 
adore ? The whole univerſe appears to me to bo in 
the hand of God, as a. grain of duſt in the balance: 
and L, a creature more inſigniſicant more worthleſs, 
ret in this Almighty, hand, and all is fafes My: 
is by nature painfully tender, and yet in the mi 


of ferling, either for myſelf or others. there is a/ſe- 


ret {atisfatiion in my inmoſt ſoul, that God is glori- 
- fied in every act of his providence, whether of 


ment or merey; and I hardly know how to form any 


JN MT IRON Thy will be dne. 
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tion be your light and your ſhield, and e 
| to that. 95 which has S cee at 
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e 10 Mes en he hid we 
plenſuse of hearing you, I imagine you think 


my all neſt is owing to à cauſe of whieh I am by no 
means certain however the bare probability of fact 
e bes cn Aver Alx. pure $1 
1 - dts 164 eee eee nila. frown 
N | * love of Cod, is exceedingly _ 
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of any — polkhility a from. 
its centre. of happineſs, and looks upon any event 
which has this poſſible tendency (let the world term 

it bleſſing or mis fortune) with a tender anxious fear, 
which. none can underſtand but thoſe Who have felt 
it. This was my caſe, and my imagination would 
ſometimes paint a thouſand inſtances Which maght 
draw my ſoul down to earth; and this fear (though 

it never made me wiſh any thing but what was the 
will of God) would bring the tears to my eyes, and 
cauſe an uneaſineſs, which doubtleſs, proceeded from . 
want of faith. But that God whoſe mercies are re- 
newed every morning, ſoon delivered me from thoſe 
fears, and calm peace, perſect reſignation, and watch- . 
fulneſs ſucceeded ; and for this fortnight paſt, though 
I have been . in-| continual. uncertainty, Whether 1 
ſnould continue in the condition I am thought to be 
in or not, my mind by the all · ſufficient grace of God | 
has been o equally kept, that I have not had the 
leaſt wiſh, or choice of my own, but have been equal. 
ly pleaſed with whatever ſeemed to be the leadings . | 
of Providence concerning me. And you, canngt | 
think, what a work of annihilation this, uncertainty .-* / 
has been the means of carrying on in my ſoul, mw L 

I ſce plainly in the nature of things could not ſo we | { 
have been effected by any other, I never can be | 
enough! thank MF. the unſpeakable mercies of Gol! | 14 
to ſo unworthy a creature, My will has been brought | 


dere ee 


into à deadneſs, Which I, even a fer months ag, 

ſhould have thought almoſt impoſſible; and I ſec, 

22d asien foreyats of that ſtate which is called 
90 Ff kth | 
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| nm permit, for I have not had one help from with, 


FE, out fince I faw you laſt; nor have 1 had many of 
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_ thoſe joys: and comforts from within which have K 
0 
1 
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ported it: for every faculty of my ſoul has been 
- weighed down by continual ſickneſs. I have not 


alſo of intenſe thinking 
midſt of this wy "weakneſs, the ſtrength of God has 


be abaſed even to the duſt; and his free grace exalt- 
ed; ſo that I well underſtand what St. Pant meant, 
when he ſaid, Therefore mii I gl ty imm, on 
weakneſſes, in diftreſſes, -that the yower of O) may reſt 


Þ | fometimes been indulged me ; and indeed my animal 
frame would have been too weak to have borne 


them, unleſs God had in à particular manner | ſup- 


only been incapable of any outward-application, but 
or fervent prayer: but in the 


more abundantly been made manifeſt, chat I might 


pon me.— But 1 muſt finiſh this already tos long let 
ter. "Farewel! May the dew-of Wh e 
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»»» ry "i HO t6 me an | 
own, You are ready almoſt to envy me my many 
hours of retirement; when at the ſame time, Iam 
continually eomplaining that I have ſo few, and often 
crying out, when al T have a whole day to myſelf ? 
And then I frequently think, were I a man and in 
the miniſtry, my time would then be ad fpent for 
God; but now, what an inundation of trifling lows = 
in WG ROI IE OO. 
men hg, hm aponegg — ® | 


I enter upon the ſubjeR, on which mths 
write with fear and trembling. My abilities are real» 
ly far from being equal 10 it: for although 1'know 
many Chriſtians, *who would immediately cry — 
that it needed not one moment's conſideration, I dare 
not do ſ6 for I now db really feel the weight of it 
upon my foul, T à moſt alarming wuth, dat k 
miniſter May fpeak with the tongue of men and uf 
angels, und that the power of God 9 
ny his words as to make them the means of convert- 
ing thouſands; and yet for want of duly ſearching \ 
into his on heart, err { 
with poiſonous weeds, with tempers and inclinations, // 
ich if unfubdved, will. abfolutely hut kim ove from | | 
i TI t which be is leading othets, | 1 
How eaſy for who is continually ſetting forth | | | | 
the glorious truths of the goſpel, and inforcing holi- \ 4 
neſs of heart and life, to imagine (for want of con- 
ſtant ſelf.examination} that a limfelf is what he | 
e 
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fore how abſolutely neceſſary is that retirement which 
affords opportunity for a diligent ſearch into the re- 


f. celles of the heart, and gives the ſoul leiſure to wait 


en kal filence before God, where; free frem every 
obſelt of ſenſe, and from the workings of imagina- 
tion, it may with all its faculties proſtrate beſore the 
eternal Trinity and feel itſelf to be nothing, and God 


to be all in all? But then it may be aſked; ſhall-yot 
à man who with ſingleneſs of heart, ſpends and is 
ſpent for the ſervice of God, be ſo kept by divine 


grace that his ſoul ſhall ſuffer no loſs by the want of 
retiternent'? Doubtleſs, © Where fincerity and finylencſs 
of heart are preſerved, that Tout ſhall be defended as 
with a ſhield. But this 1 take to be the grand temp- 


tation of every miniſter of the golpel: he lets out 


perhaps (though this is not always the caſe) with a 
ſingle view to. the glory of God and the ſalvation of 


ſouls. The power of God accompanies his words, 
Ns the hearts of the people fall under him. His reputa- 
tion daily increaſes; till at laſt he becomes popular, 


he ſees himſelf ſurrounded by a.croud of people, who 


bor the moſt part hear him as an angel of God, 


their thirſty ſouls gaſping after the truths he utters, 


An innocent and an holy joy fills his heart; Here 
ure ſouls that may be won to Chriſt, and that by me / 
Lord what amazing love, that I who am the leaſt 


« of all thy ſervants ſhould be thus bleſt !”—So far 


all is well, all is happy: but the ſubtil enemy of 
mank ind ſo ſtrongly impreſſes this, by me, that a ſelſ- 
complacency, ſeparate from the glory of God, ariſes 
| in his heart, and this, if not immediately quelled, 


leads 


(33 }] JOS 
leads him to the brink of a precipice. Cod ſtill, for” 
e ſake of others, continues his uſefulneſs; but ever 
converſion which he is the means of making it freſh 
food for his ſell-love, and by degrees he becomes fo | 
dead to the love of God, that he preaches even the 
pureſt doftrines of the goſpel, with the ſame ſpirit, _ 
od with which a lawyer pleads at the bar. But on the by 
ot Wi contrary, that efſed ſervant of Chriſt who Redfaltly © 
purſues the narrow path, who conquers every riſing 
of ſelf-love in its farſt appearance, and conſtantly. e- 

fers all the good he does ſor ſpeaks to the author and 
giver of all good, he ſhall be kept in all his ways, 
and bleſt in all his works. And though. his ſaul may 
pant for retirement, as thinking he ſhould there en» 

joy nearer communion with God, and make higher | 
advances in the divine life, this may not perhaps be 

immediately permitted him: but in order that his 
future crown may be the brighter, God may mae his 
preſent uſefulneſs. a fure fign to him, that he ought to 
continue his conſtant labours for others, though it 
ſhould be with much temptation, fear, and trem- 
bling. However this is very certain, that God tio a 
ſervant thus ſncere, will point out a plain path, either” | 
by inward leadings which cannot be miſtaken, or . 
ward providences,—Adieu.! Pardon the weakneſs of | f 
this ; let me ſee you the firſt time you have to ſpare, {3 
44 


Your ever obliged and afeftionate ſervant. 


* 
P 
1 F * = 
- 
. 


. „ SQ $S>%N5 © 


m e STE WEI SIR 


ws , by > 
[ . 4 \ : | & 's * . . „ 
28 | Dear 


. ' mw 


R | & 3 | 

5 „ > „ 
PETR ä u my 

©” "i Fg | | 


> mare the e Spirit of Cotte — 
my heart, either from ſeripture or from ſpi- 
ritual authors, I thankfully receive, and tive him the 
glory; but I well know there is but one great touch- 
| ſtone," by which all doctrines are to be tried; and 
therefore I hope your kind fears for me, leſt I ſhobd 
not enough eſteem the written word of God, are 
needleſs : I am fo far from ſetting amy human writer 
on «footing with this, that I ſcarceſy read them at all, 
i. e. in compariſon of my Bible. I Took over ſome 
| few, but this is very different from the manner of 
reading you recommend, and which I ſtrive by the 
grace of God to praftiſe ; nay it would be the greateſt 
ſlavery to me you can conceive, if I were obliged to 
read many religious books: however I return you the 
fincereſt thanks for your care, and beg you will ia all 
things watch over me with a godly jealouſy,” 
But my dear friend, could you imagine that I enquir- 


ed after the fate of your mind according to the com- 
mon acceptation of the word ? I only deſired to know 


what ſpiritual bleffings you had both ffn without 
and within, that I might ſhare them with you; and 
this I Was emboldened to do by the ſweef account 

you had given in your former letter, of the bleſſings 
you enjoyed at Briftol. The. Lord reffeſh your ſoul 
_ continually with the rich ſtreams of his redeeming 


love, arid may his everlaſting arms be beneath you | 


Ino your preſent ſtate, of hanging as it were in 
| fulpenſe between the viſible and inviſible world, is a 
: diſpenſation 


Fs ) Ke Ak 
diſpenſation big with divine love; and was I to pray 
for you that prayer which my ſoul moſt loves, it 
would be, « that you ſtould lie in the hand of God as 
an inſtrument, without choice till the will of God 
« was perfetted in you.” This would be the prayer 
of pure love andenlightened faith ; but if I deſcend- 
ed to the tenderneſs of friendſhip, I ſhould aſk your 
ſpeedy recovery. If it ſhould-be given me to ſee you 
again in this world of vanity and woe, I ſhall be 
thankful, and perhaps it may be ſo; but I know not x 
met lug ſeems to whiſper me that the thread both _ 
of your life and mine is nearly ſpun, For my part, 
I have within theſe few days had a ſweet call to cter- 


nity, by a ſudden and violent diſorder in the tomach 


and bowels, (called according to the - faſhionable 
phraſe a nervous cholic) which ſeems to have ſet me a 
good way forwards on my journey; happy pain l 
kind meſſenger ! Oh my friend, I have nothing but 
mercies to tell you of. So ſupported ! Such wonderous , 
grace] Such boundleſs love! I all ſin and miſery, 
The Saviour all tenderneſs and mercy. ' The probable | 
approach of death delightful.” No ſting remaining. 
No clog upon my chariot wheels. Mercies toq fram 
without which I had never before experienced in a 
time of ſickneſs. The Rev. Mr. *** praying and it 
ſinging: by my bed; with ſuch power of faith 5 


love, ſuch union from above! Does this hurry the 
ſpirits ? Does this endanger ? How far from it ? 4 


proteſt not only my ſoul rejoiced, but even my body 
grew better as he prayed. Do nat fail to thank God 


1360 


5 n Nlay the Lord Je- * 
We Tus preſerve you, ſweeten every pain, and make you 4 
| 2 eee e and full of 


| Yau or ofa and ig rind, 
| Ju „. . 


1 Fl 
| r 1 * 
G 1 ; 5 T3 * * 
756. e 
. 


e tee June fen 

| 43815 

| your Cod tin das aa 
but I hope it has been made a means of hum- 

bling my ſoul before God. How little do 1 deſerve 
| that you ſhould write to me in this manner ? Alas 
you do not know me; I am leſs than the leaſt of all 
the mercies of God; do not, I beſeech you, think 
ſo highly of me; it really makes me aſhamedof my- 
ſelf. Oh that I could be lower than the duſt ! Oh 
' that I could ſhrink into nothing at the preſence. of 
my God ! The way too in which you ſpeak of your- 
elf, puts me in a ſtrange dilemma, I dare not pay 
religious compliments, and yet how ſhall I write to 
you as if 1 believed you ? How much greater has 
your croſs of ſickneſs been than mine ? So long, fo 

| lingering, ſuch inconveniencies as it Jays you under 
but yet this is certainly no excuſe for a ſoul, taught of 
God, as your's is, to wiſh its removal. Do you indeed 
' wiſh for any thing but ſanRikication ? Surely, my 
x OO WOT TO PREY TACT Oh 
remember 
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remember the glorious path you. have ben lese 
out to me, of perſett reſignation; I have conſidered: 
you as a pattern to me, particularly in this. I muſt not 
think that you have any “ reluctance to bear the 
crols ;” it would wound my heart tho much. D0 1 


not know, that you love God above all things ? Do 
not I know the ſincere deſires of your ſoul after ho- 


lineſs ? And is there any way in the ſpiritual life, 
which ſo immediately leads to holineſs, as willing fuf- 
fering ? Happy are thoſe. t whom God gives the 


grace of doing much for him, ſor his cauſe, ſor his 


people; but ten times more bleſſed are they Who 
fuffer with Chriſt. Is there a joy abſolutely pure p It 
is that of ſuffering, Oh did we but know: the health, 
the peace, the life that. is at the bottom of every bit» 


ter cup; with: what alacrity ſhould, we drink it? 
With what thankfulneſs, nay, with. tears of joy, 


ſhould we cry, Lord, what unbounded merey, what | 
aſtoniſhing grace is this, to a worm like me chat 7 
ſhould be led in this mof# excellent way; that I ſhould 
be made to tread in thoſe. footiteps Which are nt 
eminently thine ? Neareſt Saviour, ſweet is thy crols, 


ſweet is thy thorny crown ; thy ſtripes, thy nd | 


thy pain, more delightful than beds of roſes. | Let 


ſtay with Thee on mount Calvary, that I may be made 
conformable y 

guage of a ſoul truly ſenſible of the great benefit of 
ſuffering, and embracing, with ſweet complacency, 
the croſs, which thus united it with /its Redeemer, 


May. U eee of your ſoul and mine; 


thy death. Such would be the la! 
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other ſouls glory in mount Tabor: my joy ſhall be 10 f 


— 
. 5 * 


14 


«\ 
"4 


wi 


t; 10 1 

then ſhall we by found unbsken TOE TE Po 
| and come ont e gold purified ſeven tmp, But after 
all, what ſuffering have I had in this illneſs? It can 
__— called ſuffering, when God ſenſibly ſup» 

The ſuffering is when he leaves the ſoul (az 
Eon or in l to ſtruggle with 
the powers of darkneſs, which at ſuch a time eagerly 
beſet it. This I have fame known, and this is fuffer- 
| tug indeed, —1 have the ſame confidence in God formy 
dear Mr. *** that you have; was 1 to be BD 
| Qoubtnot but it would be made means of good to/his 
ul; but it ſeems at preſent to be the. will of C 
| int I ſhould contines fans tian Joggie. My inward 
| weaknels is not ſo great, and my pain, though pretty 
conſtant, is ſo fight that tis ſearce-worth the menti- 
oning. I thank God that your health is returning, 
| and truſt we ſhali meet again on this fide the river; 
| but in the mean time pray earneſtly for me, I feat 
* cafe more than pain. Farewel} May you and con- 
_ Kantly join in this prayer, „ 
Lend by ws, intime and i ef. 
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I began to be very unenſy at not hearing from 
1 you hade ſor theſe two 
7 | . days 
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days bis with ſech a eite en uh bite that I. 

know not how to account ſor it. I well know the 

manner in which tho praiſe you beſtowed was meant; 

but you know not bow I dread. ſeli-complacency y | | 

and therefore though I often fad that praiſe humblea 

me, yet it giues me a pain I Kno nat how to caxprels, 

I have indeed oſten heard youſpack thoſe words you © — 

mention, but they never aſfeſted me till now ; ank 

did you ſpeak. them in the bitternels of your ſoul?” · 

—Call ine ne more your friend! Iam not worthy the = 

name, How often have I heard them with uncon» 

cern, looking on them only 28 words. of courle, a 

kind of common-place humility. Will you forgive 

me ? I promiſe you for the future I will pay more at- 

tention 10 every thing you ſay; I will not dy | 

grace of God be ſo indolent and fo faithleſs in the 

thingswhich concern you as. I have been. I know I 

am apt to think too highly of thoſe 1 love, and 1 . 

— i tg heb ; 

imagine he ingenious I am in caſting 

hom WOE @ latent fear of diſpleaſing, and a 

humility, farnifh me with arguments. RT 

« ] pretend to ſpeak ſo and fo, to people GO — 1 

« more advanced in grace than myſelf 7“ , 

berlin Deer — nt | 10 

unworthy, camot I pray? Ou my friend, if 

ever Uha in ardent prayers;for you, | | | 
1 tees bo. agus Bilocomeinien, 3 

„ I have with you in the life of Chriſt, ö J 

— ardngs: S pn. | 
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Vour luſt heuer is comfortable garneſt W 
* ſnhall at leaſt have one companion in the way which 
God has ſent me to walk in, tie way ef the crofs, the 
inthavd crucifixion, as you ſo juſtly call it:; thanks be 
to God for this refreſhment to my ſpirit ! Many { 
of this; and becauſe St. Paul mentions the being cru- 
cified, &c. with Chriſt, they preach about and about 
it: but I ſee-plainly that you not only ſpeak, but feel, 
And do you know ſo much of the ene n 
ture ? The Lord be praiſed} May you daily know it 
more and more! I am ſure this experience will |only 
make the hidden manna the ſudeter: and I amm equal 
ly ſure that thoſe bitter draughts are abſolutely ne- 
- ceſlory to every ſoul that would wholly give itſelf up 
to God. is eaſy to talk of the ill being perfectly 
_ reſigned, ſwallowed up in the will of God, &c. and 
while this only floats as a notion in the brain, no. great 
ſufferings will attend it. But when the ſoul really 
feels what this. implies, that it is a being cut off from 
the creature, then it knows indeed what it is to ſuf- 
fer, then it fights as it s in dhe amidſt of the fire. 
Every thought muſt be brought into obedience ta 
Chriſt; and God effects this in the ſoul as it is able to 
bear it; firſt one trial comes, then another; ons ſtrikes 
at love: in the creature, another at, ſelf- love, a third 
at ſpiritual pride; and the fight continues till Chriſt 
has brought down all his enemies, and led captivity 
captive. And to attain this ſtate of glorious liberty, 
who would not; rejoice to ſuffer? What à coward 
muſt he be who-»would fly from a field of battle, 


/ where to die is to conquer r Oh what bleſſed encou- 
r ragements 


C 


(2 


ragements has à chriſtian to keln manfully!-Let we Y 
not be weary or faint in our minds; we he, hot yet 

reſiſted unto blood ſtriving againſt fan 3 but let us nes 

fail to do it. Have we not à captain who treads all 
the powers of death and hell under his feet ? Je he 
not Jehovah, mighty, to ſave ? And has he nat pro- 
miſed that he will. ſave even to the atteme#? The 
way we have to travel is indeed long, and there ar 
lions in it ; but What of that Leer ur 
W rige BeH reels 
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| Through Jeſs no cay a tings da, q ive 
Wat that 


all thing ſafer, bing nao whenwads 
we more ? Farewel, may the peace. of God be with 
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Cold bas been the, means .of preventing ,me 
from ſ the evening in the trifling mar | 


ner which you, my dear friend, have been; forced to 
do; though I cannot but haps that your migd, in 
the midſt of all this noiſe and nonſenſe, has been ena- 


— 


bled to keep itſelf in a ſtate of recollection, and that 
' . | F you” 
Wh tabs? - 
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gut ala fully convinced that "3 the war 

calls pleafute and gaieth; id mete vanity and erh 
of ſpirit.— I thank you for your letter, it has given 
ine great fatifaBtion; and freſm cauſe to Pratte Cod 
on ybur #econtit {T rejoice in your joy, and may our 
gracious and kind Redeemer increafe and eſtabliſh 
Four Joy and peace in believing ! You ade indeed 


the utmoſt reaſon to be thank ful that ſuch a Work of | | 


merey bas beet begun iti your ſoul, and fear not but 
that bleſſed Spirit wh&has convinced yol of fin, and 
led you to look to the only means of delivers 

vill perfect the work he has begun! What! a , 
ſign, that you can already lay hold on and apply the 
_ promiſes to yourſelf 7 O continue inftaiit in prayer 
for ſtill greater degrees of faith; and hun 8 'you 
would the moſt deadly pff; every Aton, word, 
and thought, . which is contrary to the Spirit of God! 
And always relle with the moſt thankful heart on 
| the loyE"bf.CKriff to your ſoul ; think that ourmer- 
ciful Saviour is more ready to hear than we to pray; 
| think with what joy the father received the returning 


prodigal, and be aſſurad that o and I, and every re- 
turning finner, will be received with the ſame joy, 


cloathed with the ſame glorious robes, and ſhall be 
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| 1 * dear friend, 1 * + ien * 56 gal 
Liege n viels. God tans 
in ſo happy a ſtate, while your body was in the 
midſt of folly and confuſion ; you obſerve very Juitly, 
that thoſe diverſions are abfolutely unkt for: ane 0 is 
ſeeking ſalvation, Nothing indeed can he more con- 
trary 0 the ſpirit of the goſpel, than what the world 
calls polite , amuſements. What can be more abſurd 
than for one who deſires to be a chriſtian, ho deſires 
the mind which was in Chnft, who deſires that juſt 
cation by faith, which alone can produce in the heazt 
true humility and meekneſs, deadneſs to the word. 
conſtant reſignation to God, and fervent deſire to do 
his will: what abſurdity it is for ſuch a perſon (in 
all the extravagancies and the glare of dreſs) o . . 
Fwimming or fripping: about à room, and ' within 
draw the auention and admiration of. the-moſt 
and proſligate part of the human ſpecies 7 What ab· 
ſurdity ſot ſuch a perſon as this to fit) in hat houfe, 
which is as much devoted to the devil as the church 
is to God, for three hours together, to hear obſceni-· 
ties at which, a virtuous heathen would-have bluſhed | 
Ef you aſk poſthe prapls whaide wie things, | 
whether chriſtians; nineteen” of them will _ 
anſwer, they jenehridiees-6 be fare! what do you l 
think of them ? Or if they are not no quite ſo good 
as they oughi to be, they hope to be better by and 
| * Buy cans fowl —_ * 
do 
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do theſe things? No at Aud when the Spirit 
of God has wrought in a foul this hatred of the vani- 
| ties it uſed to delight in, it has reaſon to "rejoice in- 
deed,” What greater mark of the love of God to us, 
than la nsving thus drawn us to delight above all 
things in himſelf? If we love a friend, we defire and 
Krive that this friend may return our love, and joy 
and delight in us: and amazing condeſcenfion ! will 
the Creator of all things viſible and inviſible, the Cod 
Who called angels and archangelr into being, 2 deal 
wich us poor finful worms ? What heart 2 
fand ſuch love? What heart but muſt at this thought 
fink into the duft, and loſe itſelf in wonder, Joy, and 
— mien 7 4 bins: tins eee Alien. g 
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1 e for they Mall be filled / Theſe are the words 
of the God of truth; and can you then, my dear 


| friend, be diſcouraged becauſe yon ere now mourn- 
| ing after this God, who only hides himſelf from you, 
that you may more cavneftly ſeck him F Heavineſs 
may endure for a night, jey cometh in the maning.— 
There certainly is no heavineſs like wis tf 
when a ſoul has been ſenfible (though in the kat de- 
gree) of the influences of the Sum of Rightesuſneſa, and 

. ' nds his all cheering beams withdrawn, how painful, 


g 
: 
| how bee is the darkneſs! This is indeed dark 


that 
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peace! What happineſs ! ok my dear, on 7 — 


terial fin, obſerve how all the creation around y6 
is brightened and gluddened when he ſhines ; and. E. 
aſſured, that on your earneſt ſeeking after Chrift, ne- 
will in like manner ſhine again on your foul,” and 


make it glad. with the light of 255 countenance. di 
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I AM very nad; my ab that your ad is in 5 
happy a ſtate, and that you ſeem to have ſo true 2 
ſenſe of | the littleneſs of all the world calls great, 2 
deſtrable. The love of God and the world are direQ-. 
ly oppolite each other; and therefore' St. bye, 8 
If am man love the world, the love f r hgp ws ; 
him; this is a Ture rule fo try ourſe | 
talk Walt" alias act well in ſome outtvar ths 1 5 = | 
perhaps be 2ealois for the genuine doctrines 

goſpel, yet all this '\ while, if the love of the world, 
remains in our — * we may be very « certain ve. 
are no chriſtians. 1 Fear you have not much, oppor » 
tunity of being” albne, b But ſee from your Jbtter, I 
make good "uſe of that you "have; ; however Go „ 
both able and willing to prelerve (either 2 2 or VEN | 
28 the foul which conſtantly looks towards 
„ ; him. 


0 
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\ 1 was afraid your being at * wiight hurt you, 
but Rot dt God I find I had no cauſe for fear; you 
FM. ſeem I think rather to advance than go back, , Give 
God the glory ! For whatever of good is. in you is 
all from his free and boundleſs mercy ; ; and ceaſe not 
conſtantly to fight, in the ſtrength of your Redeemer, 
| againſt every ſin, and fear not but be will {et you 
free, take off the heavy burden you 33 of, 22 | 


cloath you with * perfact le e 


— 7 7 mo 5 j 
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; OU tell me, my dear, an your preſent dark 
| ſtate of mind is owing to your thoughts dwell- 
8 on worldly objects: but carry your ſin- 
cerity yet a little further, and tell me if it is not ſome 
. one particular object on which your thoughts are fixed, 
and which rivals your Creator in your heart ? I much 
fear this is the caſe ; and if ſo, you will find it very 
difficult to conquer, But let not any difficulty diſ- 
courage you from ſtriving to . pluck out this right 
| © eye, and caſt it from you ;” the grace of God is 
8 ſufficient for you, his ſtrength is made perſett in your 
weakneſs ; and you may depend upon it, that as ſoon. 
| * as ever you have given up your idol, the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs will again ariſe in your ſoul with heal- 
ingi in his wings; the God of mercy will again be 
known by you, as your reconciled Father in Chriſt ; 
and the bleſſed Spirit will lead and guide, and fill 
N with ME: Fu pales all underſtanding ; 
. 0 . and 
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ii ur, friend, | 


OUR laft Keeler gave me great r 1 En- 
cerely rejoice in the happineſs of your ſoul, aa 
in that of my own, and I hope God will ſtrengthen 
you more and more by bis grace, ſo that you may 
forſake every thing for him. Above all ſacrifice 
your own will : let this conſtantly be the language 
of your heart, Lord not my will, but thine be 
« done.” Strive not only to be content, but to re- 
joice in every thing that mortifies your corrupt na- 
ture: hourly reflect that you are à fallen creature, 
ſent into this world for no other end than to be be- 
ſtored to that nature which our firſt father loſt, and 
ſo be made fit for the kingdom of heaven, Remember” | 
that Chriſt died for you that you might live wholly 
to him 4 and the more you do this, the more you will | 


Send „ mne 0 
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5 540 > My dear friend," 

| I Have read Mr. B.“ letter, and think it 2 

| ly pretty; the ſtile. is eaſy and flowing, the lan- 
guage ſoft and affecting, the ſentiments he expreſſes, 

in regard to his friend and yourſelf, very beautiful; 

but what is all this to the purpoſe? Or. how can this 


convince you that you aught to give up thoſe means: 


of grace, which you | have found ſo extremely beneſi · 


cial to your ſoul, in order to make a proper wife for 
Mr. C. ? 'Tis true there are ſeveral aſſertions in Mr. 
B.'s letter, deſigned to ſhew the reaſonableneſs of your 
making the promiſe; but aſſerting and proving are 
| two things. Whatever has the appearance of argu- 
ments in this letter may, 1 imagine, be reduced to 


theſe heads... 1ſt, That it is abſolutely, wrong for any. 


member of the church of England to attend the meet - 
ings of ſeparatiſts. 2dly, That in the church of Eng- 
land, a ſoul may find every ching neceſſary fox its at- 

taining the higheſt degrees of faith and holineſs. 
1 zdly, That Mr. V. is a ſeparatiſt ; and gthly, That 
1 your having any acquaintance with him will hurt Mr. 
. both in his temporal intereſt, and in his chajaQer 
28 A wipiſter.— The opinion I had conceived of Mr. 
B. was very high, I imagined him actuated by that 
ſpirit of univerſal lebe, which is the firſt and ruling, 
principle of every ſoul that is born of . Cod and L 
make no doubt but this is his real character; how- 


ever (in this affair) he may ſeem to incline to a partial 


flfh orthodoxy, Could the church of England be 


ſome 


meal the cnly church of Chriſt, there might be 
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ſome reaſon for the ery of ſchilin whith we ber W 
much of; but what is ſhe more than ont of the moſt 
unexceptionable of thoſe many divifions into which, 
the univerſal church is broken ? And therefore u fe. _ 
paration from her, though cauſelefs, or from mil. 
taken motives, canntiot properly be called making a 
ſchiſm in the charch of Chi. For my part (but 1 
ſpeak it with ſubmiſſion to Mr. B. s judgment) I ap- 
prehend, that the only real and dangerous ſchiſm is 
the want of that fpirit of love, which makes us re 
joice in whatever is good and excellent in people bf 
all denominations, and ready to receive good even. of 
thoſe who moſt differ from us in ceremonies and opi- 
nion. Aud why à perſon of this ſpirit (ſuppoſe one 
in communion with the church of England) may not 
be allowed fometimes to hear a miniſter among the 
Preſbyterians, or any other ſect, if they find this | 
niſter's preathing bleſt to their fouls, 1 cannot 
gine, What st. Paul fays in regard to giving bidnte 
to weak brethren, is often quoted to prove what it 
has nothing to do with; for St. Paul ſurely bes not | 
mean that he negleRted thoſe things which wee 
profitable'to , for fear of giving offence to the 
weak, but "that. he refrained from outward things 
(ſuch as making difference in meats, &e:) nds /| 
as ſtrorm in faſth, knew to be wholly indifferent, 
his example ſhould tempt thoſe who were weak to d 
things dy which their conſciences might Nr 
Is to Mr. Bs fecond argument, in one ſenſe of it, 1 
Heartily agree with him; the homilies, the articles, 
ds wr of wh church of Bu een ie 


contain 
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Sein all the doftrines necelhry io faith;and bell 


neſs. But alas, how little are theſe doctrines regard- 


ed either in preaching or practice, by the generality 
of her. miniſters ! Let any one Who, has the leaſt de- 


gree bf ſeriouſneſs, look round the churches of London, 


will he not ſee the people for the molt part repeating 


an excellent ſet of prayers, juſt as 2 parrot repeats a 
| ſong; and the miniſter giving forth do&rines fro: 
the pulpit, as directiy contrary to thoſe prayers : 


ren to light, This is fo plain a matter of fact 
that it canno be contradicted: and it is as nqtorious, 
chat whenever any miniſter in the church of England 


2 begins to preach her real doctrines, and live up tg her 


Precepts, he is immediately called a Methodift, This 


1 name is given to him as a reproach, but as it comes 


upon him for ſpeaking the truth, it is in fact a glory. 


Fs Ever fince Chriſt was upon che earth,-real chriſtians 
bave bad a nick-name;, but ſurely, no one who. is 
 fincerely bent to follow him can regard this ;_1 doubt 
not but Mr. B. himſelf is | 

now. come to Mr. B. s third argument, that moſt 
dfesdiul charge laid againſt Mr. H. that he is @ ſchara · 
| tit. This charge has been repeated over and over 

again, but has never yet been clearly proved. If four 


called, a Methodif.) But 1 


walls, with a ſtceple, and bells, was the church of 


| "England, Mr, V. might with ſeme ſhadow of reaſon 
be faid to have ſeparated from it, becauſe he ſeldom 


preaches in theſe places; but this 1 is no fault of his, 


for he will gladly preach in any of them, when. their 
telpective miniſters will let him: and he was never 


it 1 ee a church, till, be 


ſtrongly 


. - : þ | 


N 
ſtrongly infiſted ol Ma o rine PLES tha ir at 
tyrs of the reformation laid down hay lives, and 5, 
which is the very fundamental doctrine of the church 
of England, Juſtification by; Faith. Any one who would. 
read Mr. Nei Appeals with a "Fincere and impartial 
ſpirit, would I believe be” fully convinced that he 
charge againft him could not ſtand. —As to the hurt 
your” being acquainted with Mr. V. might do to Mr. 

c. in his temporal intereſt, it — entirely Upon 
— If he preaches” to his people  finooth things 
hefies deceits, if he joins with them in their 

, which hull ſouls aſleep, and keeps 
them in an utter ere of their fall and their 1 | 
demption, "tilt they awake in 4 * miſerable eternity; go 
you where you will, not a dog will vove its tongue | _ 
againſt him, nor will the generoſity of his Peri 
ners be in the leaſt abated towards him; "nd: altthich 
bey of him! Will only” be Poor mah I" What zich th 
ſuch à good natured good Tort of u man fold have 
ſuch a fad Wife!” But dd 1 think Mr. C. wilt a 

this manner? Mo, certainly I do not. T verily believe | 
from what { you yourſelf have fail of bim, that he i, 
tends to prove himſelf à true miniſter of CHAR, that” 

he will Boldt) and carneftly call ſinners to reperita es ; | 
and chat his life and convetrſation will be 9 [ 


agreeable to His reaching: and if this is the caſe, \ || 


— 


though you wete never to ſee Mr. V. again, and Mr, 
c. would be called 4 Mithodif; tHe greateſt part of his 14 
pariſhioners would cry out againſt him, and in al! 
probability their generoſity towards him would great. 
„ decreale.” Sb that corifider the affair in what light 

7," Wa 


K | . 
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. materially hurt Mr. C. And as to the ohjection of 


this acquaintance caſting a reproach on your huſ. 
band's miniſtry, tis quite needleſs ; for it is not to be 


BP "ſuppoſed, if Mr. C. be the man you. can approve of 


fora huſband, that you will leave his. church when 
he bimſelf preaches, to go after any ether. miniſter 


whatever; and whatever you may do at this time qt 


| proper opportunities, will I douht not be ſo guided 


by chriſtian prudence, that he as a good and pjqus 


man. cannot reaſonably objeR; to it, But at preſent 


you and Mr, C. know very little of each other, and 


he certainly bad no right to propoſe ſuch terms as 
| theſe to you, till he had given you frequent apportu- 


nities of judging whether his heart and ſentiments 
were ſuch as you could entirely approve of, For my 
ft, by the little I can judge in this affair, I believe 
im to be a good and a ſincere man, and I heartjly 


a. him happy, and tber with you, if it-can' be 


about without your doing any thing to 


| wound your conſcience, In the mean time, whether 


__ eyer concluded upon or not, frequent 
erſing together in the ſpirit of chriſtianity, may 
be 2 blefhng to both: and he is it poſſible for you 


to give 3 direft wer to a man, till you arg in 
ſome meaſure quainted. with him, and can judge 
of his temper and diſpoſitions ? I was quite delighted 
with the ſoftneſs and affeftion for you with which 
your pappa mentioned this affair to. me laſt night: 


; TOW F hn, give wy 


„eech 


7 th 


n=2YX wn ww wy»  5SMHSOOHWUW DQaOoW um 1 + + +5 = + = > +, 2 


ARM . 
reſpolts to bim and your mamma, with love * 2 
B. and believe me | es * * 
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a Me S208 


My — 4 een 
| Sa A. ORG 

OIN with we in prajfing the fres grace and mercy. 
of God, which bas ſo wonderfully . diſplayed, 
itſelf in your foul! 1 don't know whether your let. 
ter moſt aſtoniſhed, or delighted me; but this I am 
ſure of, that I don't know how enough to expreſs 
my thankfulneſs to Cod in your behalf. The means. 
ſo weak too! Nothing but a book. put into yqur 
hands, Which thouſands might have read without 
regarding it. No examples of vital religion, no one 
to urge or encourage, you. to ſeek redemption! ue 
the Almighty can indeed work by .the weakeſt, 
means, and the pooreſt inſtruments ; nothing is to 
hard for the Lord: and Oh may, he perſect e 
he has begun I—Oh gracious and cpr bl, 
deemer, continue thy mercy to; this brother f 
ſoul ; convince him more and more of the dte 
ſtate he i in by nate, and the delete of; | | 
juſtification ith alone Oh juſtify, ———— $: 
grant him ion through thy, blood, the 
giveneſs of ſins according to the riches of thy ef 1 
fill him with all peace and Joy in belieuing, and, $196 © 
him to go on in thy ſtrength, till he arrives at n 
fulneſs of eee the end to that etern 
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| 1 pace in your Jefirings to latin the ſacrament, 


The only preparation required of us is repentance, 
faith, and love—love to God and all mankind. 1 
would adviſe you to read immediately Mr. Zaw's 
' Anſwer to the Plain Account, Ec. of the Sgerament of the 


Lord's Supper this will explain the nature of this 


| bleſſed ordinance to you, better than any book 1 


know of, I have wrote out 'a little catalogue of 


books which I make my conſtant ſtudy, and which 
I hope will be yours, always remembering, that the 
Bible is to be eſteemed by us infinitely beyond any 


human compoſitions, let them be ever ſo excellent. 


Other books I ſhall occafionally recommend to you, 

as they benefit my own mind, or are proper for the 
ate of yours,—As to forms of prayer in ybur private 
devotions, you have no occaſion for them, y they 


would only be a means of keeping back your ſoul 


in its progreſs towards the ſpiritual life, the life 
which is hid with Chriſt in God. Pray from your 


own heart, There is no need of elegance of ex- 
preſſion, or connection, to make a prayer acceptable 


to God. The defire of the heart is its prayer; and 


that once fincerely turned to God, will certainly re- 
ceive an anſwer of peace. When you firſt awake, 


ſtrive to fix your mind immediately on God : let the 
firſt book you open be the New Teſtament, there read, 


not ſeveral chapters, but juſt ſo much as you find 


will be food ſufficient for preſent meditation, If the 
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firſt verſe you read particularly affetts you, don't 
diſſipate the idea by readjng further, but cloſe the 
book, and let that verſe have its full effect on your 
mind, When you fall on your knees before the Al. 

mighty, recolle& the dangers and temptations you 
are moſt likely to fall into that day, and particularly 
pray to be kept by the grace of God in each of them, 

Earneſtly pray for power over the fin which moſt 
eaſily beſets you. But above all things ſtrive in your 


morning and evening prayers to gain the moſt lively 


ſenſe of your own nothingnels, nay io feel that you 
are even worſe than nothing, that you are by your 
fallen nature fold under fin, and deſerving nothing | 
at the hand of God but eternal /puniſhment ; and 
when your mind is deeply impreſſed with this con- 
fideration, then look to the lamb of God who tak- 
eth away the ſins of the world. There ſee the pow- 
er by which your fallen nature may be reſtored : 


there ſeè the blood by which, you are cleanſed 7 


all ſin: there ſee the full redemption purchaſed 
you, and ſtrain every faculty of your ſoul eagerly | 


to lay hold on this redemption : and be aſſurg that / 


the eternal Spirit of God will aſſiſt you in theſe 
your prayers. The Spirit itſe f, ſays St. Paul, b 
eth interceſſion for us.—In the courſe of the enſuing 
day, and in all OQCuITences, ſtrive to keep your heart | 


in a ſtate of prayer, always ready to be lied up io 1 


Cod; and this, even in the hurry of buſineſs, may 


be done, and no one be ſenſible of it except yourſelf. 12 
And be ſure, my dear, never to omit making ule f 


any f pf. WOE which falls in your 
2 9 way, 
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way, eee e ee e web ae lr _ 
AIP dhe ſame rule as in the 
morning; only examining, before you beg the pro. 
tejon of God for the night, every actiom of the paſt 
day: what good you have done, what left undone, 
what faults you have been guilty of, what mercies 
you have received, e lee pr -g 
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Return my deareſt **% thanks for his laſt letter; 
the ſatisfaction which it and the converſation we 
had together on Satu rday gave me, is inexprefſible, 
Oh may you, by the aſſiſting grace of God, continue 
in the, happy way you are now in, and Rill preſs for- 


ward to higher degrees of faith and love. But, my 


dear, you muſt not think too highly of x me; I am 
one of the moſt unworthy objects of the free merey 
"of God. 1 Rand more, perhaps, i in need of your 
prayer than you of n mine; you muſt too pray for mit 


| and we muſt both ſtrive to increaſe and ſtrengthen 
, each other. I ſhould be glad t to know whether you, 


laſt night, notwithſtanding the dil manner 
| of 
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of the preacher, received a 2 
from what he ſaid: I own : his words (under 
all theſe diſadvantages) raiſed and ſtrengthened me. 
in a remarkable manner; 1 wiſh it had been the 
ſame with you all; but your expettations were ſo 
highly raiſed by the name of ***, that an angel 
would hardly have ſatisfied them: 4 thus ſhall we 
be always diſappointed, if we look more at man than 
God. The moſt famous preacher, let his eloquence, 
his manner, his doctrine be ever ſo near perfection, 


can never make the ſoul taſte the words of lalvation, 9 


unleſs the Spirit of God accompanies and enforces his 
preaching, And the ſame bleſſed Spirit can make 
the words of the meaneſt, the moſt deſpicable, the 

moſt diſagreeable preacher of the goſpel, effectual to 
awaken, to convince, and to comfort. But in order 
to our reaping theſe benefits, we muſt bear with 

fincerity and with ſinglængſ of intention; not ſeex ing 
to have our outward ears and eyes delighted, hut des 

firing the -fincere milk of the word to nouriſh and 
ſtrengthen our ſouls. Would it not be the higheſt. 
madneſs to throw away the water of liſe, becauſe it 


« To the hungry. Joul every bitter thing is. ſweet.” | 8 


Chrift and his neſs, the ſound. of the.'gofpel , | 
of peace (let r which proclaims it to be harſh 5 8 
or ſoft) will be ſweet indeed. Oh may you and I, my 
dear , always find it ſo to . May that bleſſed 
Reden in whom we have peace, be-dearer to us 
than git, than che or any thing we can form io 


G 3 our 


was brought to us in an earthen veſlel ? Solomon ſays, 4 1 


to the ſoul which really  hungers and tmrfls alter / 
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| EF 
our adde * here or Lara dangers, 


THe in difficulties, in temptiions, may We Mil” look to 
| him as our defence, our deliverex, our ſtrength. He 


is all i in all throughout the oracles of God, both in 


| 'the Old and New Teſtament : may he be all in all to 
. our ' fouls ; may we walk by his light, conquer by his 
| frrength, and in the end be joyful partakers of that 
everlaſting felicity which he has prepared for thoſe 


that love ham.” This i is the pr cya wiſh and prayer 


# . . | : h Taur affeflionate * 
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Rand my deareſt es ”s long letter, and 1 


more and more reaſon indeed to be thankful to 


- Godon your account. Oh how my ſoul exults in 
pour happineſs, in your increaſe in faith, and love 
do Chriſt / Your converſation with the Captain de- 
=. lights me; no doubt but he ed e you-then 
| you ſee the true Chriſtian ſpirit. The advice he gave 


you is excellent: Oh may we be both enabled to fol- 


bo ir! Thoſe who forſake all for Chriſt, will cer 
| | tainly find a in Chriſt.— As to , I would adviſe 


you to try. rſt. to raiſe in him a defre to. receive the 
ſacrament, before you perſuade him to receive it 3 and 


| be earneſt at the throne of grace on his behalf. All 
* | probable means are to be made uſe of, but it is 


the Spirit of Cod alone who can convince of fin.l 


bave been lately a good deal affected with the death 
AY Www! 4 in this neighbourhood, who led What is 


called 


7 
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alles un Ache life. Mr. | 
all his endeavours to 
anſwers were, „ Though ug made furs 
« a ſhew of religion as ſome others; yet ſhe had de 
« her duty, &c. This is the moſt fal deluſton or 
all, this blindneſs is the moſt dreadful ſtate in Which 

2 ſoul can launch into eternity] Can you and had TH 
ever enough thankful to that''God'who- 

our eyes, to ſee the things which-thake for our peate'?' 
Was our whole life to be one continued act of praiſe, 
it would be nothing in compariſon to the bie ſſings w- 2 
have received j nay} even the eternity, which wes 
ſhall ſpend in continual” praife, is not enough fully to 
expreſs all we oe to our 'rederming God— Redemptiony = 
how much is comprehended in this word and how's 
ſweet does it ſound to a ſoul ſenſible of its wants] 
May that pathetic prayer my dear has made ſor 
ms be heard then ſhall 1 experience that flag 
redemption ſor Which 1 long! Then ſhall Tindeed = 
be entirely dead to the world, and fin, and live onily 


10 Chriſt, All this unſpeakable . 5 
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41 dear. mn dh od al ot: 
[AST nigh, fer you» png i; 
letter, and thought, of what yo had told me 


wich the greateſt 8 what rovion bays * 


7.4.4 : 
„ 


4 


| repentance, had not the free and unhounded grace of 
| | © God diſplayed its power in your ſoul ! Oh continue 
| earneſtly to ſeeł ſtill. more and more of the fulne/s. of 
Cbriſt. Think not becauſe you have had a ſenſe of; 


e, and give you to Anow 
that Ne 2 rei n through Chriſt How 
might you have plunged into all the follies We 
of youth, and laid up a large ſtock for future and bitter 


the pardoning love of God that you are to zeſt here; no, 
ſtill ſeek for freſh-evidences-of his love to your ſoul; 


preſs forward with unwearied diligence towa the 
mark of the hig i calling of God: in Chriſt Jeſus ; ſeek 


| and ftrive to gain the abiding witneſs of the Spirit; ſtrive 


dor chat perfect renewal. of heart by which you may 


0 yn 66 FIRE no more 1 that live, but Chriſt liveth in 


vou tell me you was- aſſaulted, ſome days 
e you had this clear ſenſe of the mercies of God in 


' Chriſt Jeſus, withdoubts.and fen. Whenever you 


are attacked in this manner again, argue thus with 
yourſelf; —“ This peace and joy which I felt; this 


_ 6 ſenſe of forgiveneſs jeemed to me to be the work of 


God upon my ſoul; but was it really ſo? Might 
not a warm imagination deceive me, or might not 


© the great enemy o ſouls transform himſelf mto an 


« angel of light, i order to lull me into a fatal ſecu- 


© rity ? But have I not an infallible rule to judge 


6« « Ys whether this work. was of God ? What were 


dhe fruits it produced ꝰ Did I upon this grow more 
all 2 carcleſs and en A mind puffed up with 
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u ſpiritual pride ? Did 1 allow; 
before I was afraid tots - 
« trary, watch {till more 


"2\ 


I, on the oon 


% power over ſins of the heart, as well as qutward 
n? Did I find in me a fail deeper ſenſe of my own 

© nothingneſs and the all- ſufficieney of my Re- 

« deemer, and a latge inereaſe of the love of God 
« and all mankind?) If theſe were the happy fruits of 
this evidlence, I have no cauſe ww doubt, r 
neee 6% „ of E-5 ; 4. 
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ſelf, begging the aſſiſtance of the bleſſed Spirit to ena- 


ble you to ſearch every winding, and turning of your! 


be able by the ſhield of faith to repel all the fiery 
darts of the devils I thank;yau. for your affeBjopate 
prayer ſor me, (may Cod return all e Nl 
. and a Rag 
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] _ Gesa ater Rog Sal urday, Wi 

b ner was ſo extremely bad, ihet I i! 
thought you would make the beſt ot your way to #**, 
I have read your letter with great pleaſure; and hope 


you vill continue thus diligently to examine the ſtate + ˖ 


of your: owh: mind: and that on every examination 


never 


ue | 
again(t the moſt ; 
« diſtant - approaches. of n f Did 1 find increafing 
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45 never 1 rejoice Wat ys e e 
py enough to ſuffer Tyjroach for the fake of Ohriſ, 
and more eſpecially for the grace given you to fußt 

j fully. You may depend upon it, that there is the 
ſame real diſtinction between chriſtians; and "the 
world now, that there was when dur blefſed Maſter 
faid, „ Becauſe you are not of the "world, therefore 
the world hateth you!” And how ought our heajti 
to exult with praiſe and thankſgiving,\when we ein 
ſay we are not of the world What unſpeakable hap- re. 
pineſs will it be for us to be found (when our Re- Pr 
deemer comes to judgment) among thoſe who were il ha 
not aſhamed of bim in this'* adulterous'and/perverſe I ha 
generation l' Is any thing too much to ſuffer when fi 
animated by the hopes of having theſe glorious words Tut 
"addreſſed to us, Come ye bleſſed, {ds b⸗ 
n $68 HF BOS SOOT gt. bow eee r, nah bg N cio 
I em now with ty peer amt , Who is in gren I 50. 
affiftion for the oſs of poor Mrs. C. See my den WM ** 
%, how little all that is eſteemed in this world 
ae when God. is pleaſed to lay his hand upon 
us! 1 Here was youth, beauty, riches, friends; but 
how as in a moment, was the poſſeſſor of all thele 
cut off! and by a dreadful diſeaſe brought to be the 
ſweet ſmile which once fat upon her countenance, 
now changed to ghaſtlineſs! How are her fine fea- 
tures and delicate complexion now become even hor- 
nile to behold ! Oh that ſome proud beauty would 
=— here ſtop, and conſider what ſhe herſelf muſt one 
._ dee be! And Oh that this thought -might 
; is ſtrike 
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Mike ms Rillvith dssper e 
was my friend. and conßdent eue fm my earlieſt 

youth; ſhe Whom 1 loved with more than fiftes's ten 

derneſs; is nowW—alas, where is now her” precious 
ſoul ?: Deareſt Redeemer, thy grace is all - ſuſſicient 
and thy mercies infinite! Is it not now rejoicing 
with thee p Were not all thoſe helps afforded her by © 
thy boundleſs love. which even to the laſt her ill- 
judging friends denied her? O had I but ſeen her 
rejoicing. in the love of God, and filled with the 
proſpetts of a bleſſed eternity, how would my ſoul 
have joyed in her departure! How would my heart 
have dilated iiſelf with the. glorious thought, that my 
friend was delivered from the guilded ſnares that 


happineſs! And even now I cannot doubt the mer- 
cies of my God; ſurely we. ſhall meet again, and 
eee unge e eng en 
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] an obliged|to you. 3 3 | 


firſt ſide of it frighted me extremely, I have 14 
been ſo accuſtomed to ſee you ſtrong in faith and 
rejoicing in God, that the ve ry mention of weak 
29 Kia d thanks be to TW who. has 
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able to bear, but his with the temptation-alſo made a 
' way for you to eſcape ! and 1 bope:-this trial will be 
noi making you full' more vichſul. Von 
have need to watch and pray always, and more 
eſpecially. at thoſe times when yolg, enemies ſeem to 
beat peace with you. When we: are bleſſed with 
the light of God's countenance,;and have | 
over the ſin which moſt eafily. beſets us, we. are vety 
apt to be off our guard ; and by being ſecure, we lay 
W ourſelves open to danger from that grand tempter, 
wdbo is always watching over us for evil; and if we 
nue not care to keep the loving eye of our mind con- 
ſtantly xed on that God who is always watching 
oouer us for good we muſt fall. Here all our ſtrengih 
lues; but God will not give us this. ſtrength, unleſs 
oe carefully and continually ſeek it: therefore, now 
the free grace of Cod has again raiſed; you up, be 
doubly care ful in every thought, word, and-aſtion, 
and be aſſured that your merciful Redeemer will be 
cer ready to hear you” when you call upon him. 
That his. love may daily abound in, your mts more 
and more, is the ſincere prayer of | 
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* might contrive to call, though it. were but ſor 
"als an hour. I am glad you heard Mr, 9 for 
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a ſtate of mind, and your ſoul ſo tharmingly alive to 
God; that you ſeem ſo much in love with holineſ% 
md ſo eagerly preſſing after it in all its branches: 


depend upon it, for every degree of holineſs you 
gain here; you will alſo gain a new degree of hap- 
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hear kim and to preßt, to a ft foul. is" i 5 


thing. I thank God too, that you are in ſo happy 


pineſs both here and hereafter, The nearer the ſoul 

is to the image of Chriſt,” the more it will love him, 
and the more it will be loved by, him, and by the 
Father through him: and this love is ihe higheſt 
felicity both of ſaints and angels. Imperſect (in 


degree, ) as it is here below, the ſoul that taſtes it 


would not change it for all that earth or heaven 
could give. And what then muſt it be above in the 


kingdom of eternal glory! Where the ſoul, delivered 


from this earthly clog, will have no hindrances'or 
obſtructions to the pure love of God, but deren 
e ee | anne 
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| Your *** gave me an account of your eie 
converſation: I congratulate. you that you can ſo 


pray God to we h eu b Wes ne 
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My dear oo. E 
Return you many thanks for your letter. Juſt 


1 


boldly and judiciouſly too, ſpeak. for the a T | | 
*#l 


before I receiyed it I was thinking of 'you, and, 
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© by, your long abſence) either that you were grown 
cold eee what was infinitely worſe, were 

gold to the ways of God. But your letter 
9 fears, and I rejoice and/give thanks 
5 to our heavenly Father for his great and manifold 
mercies to your ſoul -I wiſh I could have ſeen 
you often alone in your laſt illneſs, but that yo 
know was impoſlible : however, the. ſmall time 1 
was with you gave me the utmoſt ſatisfaftion; and. 
I cannot be enough ſenſible of the goodneſs ef my 
God, that 1 (weak and unworthy as Lam} ſhould 
be made an inftrument of ſuch encreaſe of comfort . 
0 you. Had you then died, you would doubtleſs * 


4 now be finging praiſes to God and the Lamb; but 


00 ſervice of God here, increaſe your capacity of hap- 


3 are ſuffered to continue longer upon earth, 
ie is to this end, that you ſhould. approve- yourſelf a 
| Kaithful ſervant to God, in the midſt of this crooked 
and perverſe generation, that you, ſhould; Thine-as. a 


light in the world, and by ſpending yourſelf inthe 


- hereafter, God is merciful ta you ina pecu | 
Kar manner. To be kept as you are, when ſo much 
engaged in bußneſs, and with fo few opportunities 
7 of attending the means of grace, calls forthe 
-, utmoſt gratitude ; therefore let no occaſion paſs of 
being your love to that Redeemer, Who has thus 
ſaved you from fin and the love of the world. All 
you can do, is by far too ſmall a return for ſuch un- 
bounded gobdneſs. Your, preſent Rate, of mind is a 
e eee e — * 
| ſe 


EF. 
erb be e watch for vue mocnent, tor Satan 
bee watching to hurt u foul that is thus happily | 

- eſcaped from his ſnare, But your certain help Nes th 


_ Chriſt; keep therefore the eye of the mind fixed upon 
him, and you will ſtill g9 on YT to 


conquer, 
[+ mo e bee. 
' Sunday, | TTY 
Dec, 8, $7646 2} 3b £4 
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My dear e, 


In delight with the i pb 
your conduct; you muſt conſtantly” look up to 
God for grace and ftrength faithfully to praftice them. 
_ I rejoice in your love to your Redeemer i and be a- 
ſured, the longer you live the more you will be c- 
vinced that this is your only ſure refuge and laſting - | 
khappinebs.. In regard to your going fo often to e, 
take the following advice; ſhunt, as you would poi. 
ſon, every thing that you find a ' means of making 
you leſs alive to God. Life is ſhort. We haves - 
great work to do, and God only ae dee 
thoſe hours, which are ever on the re . 
given us to do it m. Therefore loſe not a" momen 1 
Remember a chriſtian cannot ſtand till ; he muſt | 
either forwards or backwards ; and if you have not \ 
made ſome advances toward heaven ſince the clock | 
ſtruck laſt, you have gone back towards the contrary - | 
road, Keep this conſtantly in your mind, particu- 
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latly i in your lay the peace. AA e of God 
de eyer with you, and fail not to remember at 12 


throne of grace, "3 
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Lf: ; Morning 
My dear find. * 
- * 1 
Have juſt time enough to wiſh 9557 our ſoul may 


1 this day proſper, and that God may be found by 
cry all his ordinances, Oh that his love may be 
more and more ſhed abroad in your heart! And this 
it certainiy will be, if you waik cloſely with him, 
and ſuffer not your imagination to lead you from yout 
only true happineſs. Oh ſtrive continually: after a 
conſtant recollection, and communion with G0d.—1 
; know the unprofitable manner in Which you will be 
employed this afternoon ; but this need not hinder 
your heart from being with your Saviour, he will 
kee and comfort you. Take care that you run 
not into making obſervations either on the perſons, 
manners or dreſs of ybur viſitors ; four young ladies in 
a houſe together, are in the utmoſt danger from this 
ſin; and depend upon it, en dee n 
vs as ing or ue n 5 
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| My dear rien, ** ee r 


Have been thinking, fince I 2 you, of all | 
ſnares to which you are going to be expoſed, an 
I ſincerely pray that God . may protect you in every 
danger, and hold up your goings in his pati, But 
"= in order to gain, his gracious protection, you mult 
; j take the greateſt care that you do nothing to grieve 
4 bis bleſſed Spirit, and cauſe him to depart from you- 
And this any finful compliance will certainly do? 
therefore when you axe defired to do any thing unbe- 
coming @. chriſtian, fear not (young as you are) to 
* bear your. teſtimony, for God againſt an evil world. 
But do it in the ſpirit of meekneſs ; and if by this 
means you draw upon yourſelf the appellations of 
whimſical, obſtinate, and tidiculous, look upon the 
reproach as matter of rejoicing, and as adding a greater 
luſtre to the crown you will hereafter receive. here 
is one temptation, which at your age is peeuliarly | 
dangerous, and that is a deſire of being thought hands 5 
ſome. You mult be ever on your wateh agaipſt thisz | 
for it will rife a thouſand tempers in your {aul;zas / 
contrary to the mind which was in Chriſt as 
is to light. There is nothing which is a greater — 
ter-poiſon to this deſire, than bringing the mind to be 
contented, nay even to rejoice that Ag. f | 
outſhine us. Let Miſs 7 be: the means by 1-4 
you acquire a conqueſt over this firſt born of fenals Y 
pride: ſet yourſelf every day to take delight in her 
beauty, to wiſh for, its embelliſſiment, and to be moſt 
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makes * advice I have given highly necellary ; 


a A. go; ) 125 
Af when you ry this you colour, Et 6 Pear! 
„hat can ſhe mean? This is vaſtly odd!” de- 
pend upon it there is ſomething in your heart w nt 


i fail not; as you prize your peace of mind and in- 
creaſe of grace, to put it in practice. We ſhould 
| enjoy much more of the light of God's countenance, 
and of that peace which paſſeth all amen 
if we would attend to, and watch againſt, thoſe oc- 
caſions of falling, which from their eommonneſs we 
are apt to call little—A foul is often caſt into heavi- 
neſs for hours, by an unguarded word.—You will 
not, my love, be angry with me that 1 deal thus 


| freely with you: I watch over your foul in tender 


= love; and though ſenſible of my own unworthineſs; 


either to adviſe or. perſuade, though ſenſible of my 
con great and manifold fins and imperfeRtions, I 


| cannot deſiſt from guarding you againſt all that may 


hinder. your Wig made r yt N. _ ove otter ge 
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85 I Thank-you, my oi: Gor. e eee 

1 joice that you are happy: God never fails to hear 
' thoſe that call upon him, and is gracious above all 
mat we can either aſk or think. Azto my: illneſs, it 
is extremely troublefome, but I believe not danger- 
9us;; and I mult continue to bear it ſor a good while 


ow: ws nn, remove it, becauſe my 
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however, I ary juſt as I ought t to be; 1 delight to do 


ſweet to my ſoul. I am in that happy ſtate of veſig · 
nation, that I have not a wiſh, but for an increaſe d 
grace and holinels, | Sunday my ſoul longed after t 
ſacrament; and the tears came in my eyes, becauſe I 


could not go to church. But are the flowing ſtreams 


of redeeming love confined to place or time ? I found 
indeed they were not; for my foul was” at home 
ſweetly repleniſhed, with every bleſſing I could have 
hoped for at the altar. How much are thoſe to be 
pitied who know not the love of God ! How much 
are thoſe to be pitied'who ſet their hearts on any thing 
in this tate of exiſtence! How poor, how low, 'how 
trifling is every thing,” that does not look towards 
eternity! I have ſuch an experimental ſenſe of che 
nothingneſs of all worldly things, that they ſeem no 
more to me than Uancing puppets; and 1 am fome- 
times ready io affront my brother and Mr. , by 


ſmiling at the important air with which they walk of / 


their buſineſs; as they call it.—I think there is very 
little probability that I ſhall be fit to come to ch 
ding. Pray God keep your ſiſter's heart in this ti 
of danger and diſtraction, vr dun 3 with 


- 
bleſings'of is children,” © | 
e * * e 4 w . Pg, W Cw > Lit 1+ v4 N 
als . 0G EIT: 9 233 n * 


| January ts, 1759» a ttz eee N * 


5 es Sv | TIS + * 4 + 
T— oth erty 2 RN OL u 


* derber, 7 n 4 io {3 een 
\ . Ns 


N\\ 
* 


— X = N — 
"To 


Anſelf hop be wü 4% ne > 


and to ſuffer the will of ( " ahid his mercies are 


= 


Fe — 


5 ' 1 2 Ws hl 75 i 
* 1. Ea RS 
"| T0 the 80% 'M , r. 5 . | 7 $27 75 


my * e 


: — 
* 4 * 9 - * PR % | Y 
n "EF #9 * N 
25 > I C S = 6 _ =. \ « Pl * 
- 


A 


YOUR Cs for — anü gi _ 5 
me all fear that you ſhould be, offended at the 
addreſs of a perſon unknown, even 4hough- this *. 
Ake is deſigned to point out ſomething amiſs in you: 
. which it 1s abſolutely neceſlary for the good of your 
| own ſoul, and for the eternal welfare of thoſe who 
hear you) that you ſhould amend. Vou believe 

You feel the power, and live the life of faith 0 
why will you not ſtrive that others may be Neben 
of like happineſs with you FI know your general 
manner of preaching; 1, myſelf have heard. you ; 
| and while my ear has been delighted with your affec- 
ting delivery, your elegant language, and well turned 
periode, my heart has bled to think that fuck galents 
mould be ſo miſerably perverted : bled for you, and. 
x for thoſe. poor fouls, whom this way of preaching lulls 
| into a fatal feurity., Pardon my free dom of ſpeech , 
pardon my boldneſs towards you; but you yourſelf 
S will acknowledge, that Where the foundation is un- 
found, tho building muſt fall; and no true foundation 
an be laid except Jeſus Chriſt, Vour own experi- 
ence muſt tell you, that 2 divine power can e 
change the heart 7 that all outward regularity of 
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| — haviour, all munds and forms of devotion, 1 
moral duties, without this change are -utterly- una- 
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by which this change of heart can he effected. 


what purpoſe then is it ta tell vor, oft, gents 


of the dignity ot his rational nature, and the beauty of 


virtue Dear Sir, for the ſake of that God Whom | 
you love and adore, away with theſe Radom, and ſub- 


ſtitute in their places realities. How would it delight 
the heart of ſeveral of your friends (who greatly love 
and eſteem you, and who wiſh well to the goſpel of 
Chriſt) to ſee you with all the force of eloquence la- 
bouring to convince your hearers of the fir of th&r 
nature, their condemnation in the ſight of God, attd 
their utter incapacity. to help themſelves; and then pro- 
claiming to them, „ Behold the Laab de who 
s a ere the ne, gm (ang, off 
 Lam\Yenkible of the Athene e 
encounter, in thus changing your manner of preach- 


ing; but though the battle be hard 10 füt, (great will | 


be the glory of the viRtory.- Tis true, your enemies 


are ſtrang and powerful; the devil, the world, all” i 


the wicked, and all the ſelf-righteous will be joined | 
together againſt you: but look up wich an gen 
faith, and ſee many more are ſor you. 

of the holy 


to help, to ſtrengthen and comfort you] And conſider 
P d * will feel, when; 


i 


S's 


| You are ſenſible 6 ; 
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gels rejoicing” over every ſinner "cons 4.1 


verted by your means; think that the captain of your 72 
ſalvation; your God and Redeemer, will be ever near 
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| | tha peri of tm which is the 1 | 
the true chriſtian, you can with firm cophdence cty 
Out with 8d. Paul, © I have fought a good fight, ! 
e faith; 
e eee * 
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and if it will increaſe your joy to know that [ 
| tore my, Savior more thn feat, ora, 4. 

| be aſſured that I do; and that I ſhould think myſelf 
te moſt ungrateful and vile of all creatures if 1 did 
not.—It'is my conſtant and earneſt deſire every day, 
en hour, to increaſe in' the knowledge and 
love of God, and to be ſaved not only from the 
| {gailt, but alſo from the power of fin. I know that 
te grace of God through Chriſt is ſufſicient ſor me; 
Ino that the blood of Chriſt eleanſeth from all 
[fin 3\and I know (bleſſed be God for giving me that 

| knowledge) that I have redemption through his blood, 
BY. ee eee Think now what a 
_-"wretch I ſhould be, if I did nat love this Redeemer, 


dad it 4 dd not wiſh/above all things to be conform- 
ed to his image p And in conſequence of my thus 
| | Joving God becauſe hg firſt loved: me, I love every 
A > - tian aig; Co ada: + 
E N | _ 
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a mercy, convince and reſtore i !—L thank 
for-the e living 
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Dear OY 


kcal. \ 
ou for your | apoſtolic | 
12 ok wit wp joy you . 
"= neſs, , That I have felt all that 
8 ho wid * —— of temper is capable of ſcelingg 
4 certain: but here has been 
0 
eee, 
e Mc kno had aakbn God i 
f my own, He was peculiarly _—_— R 
9 as. born: and ſuce, Oo | 
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do ſeen of my 
ne! ou, or an Go 


| chriſtian, friends at this Uma Ma PE Auel 
. ſprings: of human nature were on the rack, it would 
have been a'great ſatisfaQion ; but it pleaſed God to 
with-hold all creature comfort from me: and though 
his own. arm ſuſtained me, it was in a manner not 


ſenſibly; perceived by my ſoul: ſd that 1 had the 


great bleſſing of bearing ſomething of the cr. And 
this I look upon to be à particular bleſſing to * | 


| becauſe I have been ſo wholly led by love, that 
| fore this, I knew but very little of What it was to 


fuer the will of God. In ſhort, every diſpenſation 


of my heavenly Father towards me, is nothing hut 
mercy and unbounded goodneſs. I ſer and I adore 


The Lord Jeſus bleſs and preſerve you in wy ſoul, ' 


e neee, 8 
| eee 
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* Dear $i. ; ones , December 93, ven. 


0 i e (Ppt 87 O as | 
1 17 delight, that you are ſt up as a Sw 
5 for every one of the devil's tools to ſnoot at: and 
wy certainly wounds the deepeſt by thoſe, who,» while 
they are working bor him, imagine they are doing 
_ God ſervice, and acting with chriſtian prudence. How 
| bften is hat wiſdom which comes from beneath. taken 
for that which comes from above! And fear of man, 
ferret deſire of preferment; and being aftamed of the 
orofs of Chrift, dignified with the title of true diſcretion, 
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and caution, not to give offence !—'Tis bard, a 
to be wounded in the houſe of your friends; nothing, 
perhaps, is more painſul to nature, but SOS... | 
called the maſter of the houſe Beelzebub, how much 
more thoſe of his houſhold !-—Thoſe ſervants of 
Chriſt who are dęſigned by him for eminent 
muſt of neceſſity have the largeſt ſhare of tribula - 
tion : for che higheſt place of honour under our king, 
is that of the ſharpeſt ſufferings, I ſhould not on- 
der if the tongues and pens of all your brethren (ex- 
cept two or three) were employed againft you ; and 
I am ſo far from being ſorry (on your account) for _ 
Mr. L's preaching againſt you, that I look upon it 
as a precious and Mefſed mark and a ſeal to the truth of 
your miniſtry.— Happy parting, indeed, with the 
world! And happy parting with every comfort i in 
it, if nearer union with God is the conſequence! Oh 
ceaſe not to pray for the, that all things may thus | 
work together for my good !—This poor dee I 
life will ſoon be at an end; and then, if thoſe W 
have only given a cup of cold water for the ſake o 
Chriſt, ſhall not loſe their reward, what an exceeds / 
ing and eternal weight of glory attends thoſe happy 
ſouls who AY ns, and patiently. of j | 
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"To the Rev. Mr, PITY I 
| ee 13 "754 
| My deat friend, | 
C Was this morning (though unſeen by you). pre- 
ſent at your ſermon on the public worſhip of God, 


and ſat impatiently, expecting and longing to herr 


that name mentioned, by which alone, cometh, Sal 


vation. Surely, thought I, When all his heathen and 


x maral motives are done, I ſhall at laſt hear him urge 

that beſt and moſt prevailing motive to. our joining 

together in the praiſe of God, the, exceeding Tiches 
ol his mercy to us in Jeſus Chriſt, But alas! how 
were my expectations fruſtrated ? And how did my 
heart fink when the ſermon was ended If there is 
any faith to be given, either to the words or beha- 
viour of man, you are a Chriſtian. But what did you 
fay here, more than Socrates might have ſaid ? You 
will pardon my. boldneſs ; God knows the ſincerity 
of my heart, when I proteſt, that it is only from a 
motive of love to your ſoul; and the ſouls of thoſe 
which hear you, that I write. with ſuch freedom. 
Give me leave then to aſk, have you, for your own 
foul in particular, found redemption through the 
blood of Chriſt? I have all the reaſon imaginable, 
from your ſweet converſation, to believe that you 
have. But how is it then that you could preach one 
ſuch ſermon as this ?. Oh ſearch well into your own 
heart. Is there not ſome root of bitterneſs remain- 
13% ſome evil ſhame, which renders you thus in- 
conſiſtent ? 


by 


- Dc, 


1 8999 


conſiſtent 7 Had I not heard. you myſelf, 1 eould: PS. 
have thought it poſſible, for you to have preached n 
this manner, after the-glorious things you have ſaid 
to me. You have called me friend. Take this Pl 
ter as the higheſt proof of friendſhip I could poſhbly 
give you. Is it not ſo, for your ſake to run the ha- 
zard of being thought bo!d and aſſuming f If you are 
offended, tell me ſo plainly, but at the ſame time freely 
forgive me; and believe me, with the ſincereſt wiſhes 
for your NT. ulefulocls and l * | 


pineſs, 
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To the Rev. Mr. COTE „ les 


N 3 December ag, 176 46% | 
Dear Sir, * Ks 


. „„ 


N day in which the ſun of righs. 
teouſneſs firſt aroſe on our dark. world, bring 
a new acceſſion of light, and peace, and j joy to . 
precious ſoul! may the power of ' God accom 21 
every word you utter, and give you this day to 
large your conqueſts over the prince of le. 5 
Oh, give my N leave to expand itſelf in pray 1 
ing for you, in hleſſing you, and in thanking you, 
for your ſurprizing goodneſs to me; vo, never Wall 
you find me ungrateful; that God in whom alone 1 
truſt for ent, win preſerve me from falling into 
| IL. is 


. ” 4 4 9 


28 b. 
+ "this meaneft of all erimes.—I ſhall not 1 ſear have the 
delightful ſatisfaction of hearing you to-morrow, and 
therefore could not forbear writing to day; beſides, 
I am by illneſs prevented attending the public wor. 
| ſhip of God, ſo that I have need of this comfort. 
Every thing has ſucceeded here beyond my hopes, 
your preſence has greatly difpelled every cloud of 
prejudice, and fear of man. In ſhort, when I con. 
ſider the goodneſs of God and my own abſolute un- 
worthineſs, I am loſt in aſtoniſhment : : dear Sir, pray 
| that I may make a proper improvement of all theſe 
bleſſings, and particularly of that exceeding great bleſ- 
- ſing your friendſhip. Oh Sir! may indeed ſay your 
_ friendſhip 7 The Lord Jeſus bleſs and reward you! 
. expreſſion fails me when 1 would thank you as | 
ought, and tell how much I am — ä 
| Q Your ever obliged and 22 P 
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"OUR LG to my queſtion, on har is the 

proper foundation of our rejoicing in temporal 
bleſſings, 3 is perſectly ſatisfaQory, and I thank you 
- for it, What you ſay of Mr. P's tract is juſt what 
I wanted : poſſibly ſome fit ſeaſon may be given me 
to make a good uſe of it, One would imagine that 
if lingleneſs of eye, and ſincerity of heart were really . 
found in all thoſe of our miniſters, who in a meaſure 
preach the goſpel, there would ſcarce be room left WF 


4 even for the ſhadow of a diſpute. But this is only 
mn. 7 
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| (104) 
imagination; for I cannot help obſerving of, ſome, 
for whoſe ſincerity I would anſwer with my life, 
that they are far from being conſiſtent long together. fi 
I have lately been attacked with a mighty pretty 
diſtin&ion (and from my ignorance a new one io 
me) in reſpect of the doctrine of aſſurance. of for- 
giveneſs of fin, Mr, *** ſays it is of the effence of 
faith; but moſt of the old Puritans, together with a 
heap of great names (of which I remember not one} : 
ſay it is of the fruits of faith, a poot weak woman, 
who has not learnt logic, may be eafily-puzaled with - 
the nicety of a logical diſtinction: but ſtill I could 
plainly ſee, that let it be eſſence or fruits, thete Was 
a manifeſt neceſſity for enforcing the doctrine: be- 
cauſe a tree. which brings not forth its proper fruits, 
is a barren tree. A faith which brings nat forth its 
proper fruits, is a dead faith, and: conſequently un- 
profitable. — The anſwer is, „A tree may be alive 
and yet Hot bring forth fruit immediately.“ Well 
but this makes nothing ayainſt the neceſſity there is: 
that it ſhould bring forth fruit, in order to make ith | 
a profitable tree. But then we have a homily to ij 
to: The homily on ſalvation ſays nothing of fa f, | 
ſurance. —If the homily contradicts St. Paul; me 
homily is nothing to me.“ O, you won'tirefer-it- 11 
to that, * becauſe it Tur againſt you;” I do not fo; | 15 


much as know wh is in it. It only fays a ue 
* truſt and confidence. I think a ſa re ton dens is near - \ | 
ly the ſame with aſſurance. “ No, they are very; 
6 CO TeeY Sir, you muſt "be! ſo good. ta: 
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furniſh me with two or three of your ſtrong argu- N 


ments to pull down this Babel tower, which our friends 


are building. 1 ſhould alſo be glad, if you would 
tell me by What happy art you are always con ſiſtent, 
in-dofrine; as well as practice; for I can find no one 
elſe that is ſo. Difference of opinion I regard not; 
I could enjoy fellowſhip of ſpirit with a truly fincere 
Predeftinarian, Papiſt, or Quaker. Inconſiſtency is 
the thing alone which hurts me, When I find this 


in people whom I know to be. in ſo much higher a 


Kate of grace than myſelf, and whom I love and ho- 
nour, it diſquiets me I own, by far too much; and 
my foul, like Noah's dove, flies ſolitary about, and 


finds no place of reſt on the face of the whole earth; 


till at laſt with one olive-leaf, and only one, ſhe ve- 


turns joyful to the ark, —Give me leave, Sir, to in- 
treat of you, (if you ſhould have a little time to ſpare) 


that yqu would juſt point out to me, Hir, What are 


me probable cauſes of this inconſiſtency, ig. thoſe 
ho have truly ſincerity of heart, and ſingleneſs of 


eye. Setondiy, What is the moſt probable means of 
curing this diſtemper of the mind. And, Thirdly, 


How 1 may avoid falling into it myſelf, and keep 
my foul from being diſquieted, when I find it in thoſe 


hom I highly eſteem;——1 hope God continues to 
- preſerve to us your precious health, and that your 


long journies may be a means of ſtrengthening and 
eſtabliſhing of it— 1 doubt not but the work of the 
Lord proſpers in your hands, and that you will have 
much reaſon to rejoice in the fruit of your labours.— 
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He ſhall 1 find words to thank you ie 


. FR 
How happy are you to be always thus employed, in 
ſuch eminent ſervice for your maſter ? Vu live ak: 
moſt the life of an unembodied ſpirit ; and I live 
nearly the life of a plant. - But thank Cod, it is ab- 
ſolutely certain, that this immortal ſpirit of mine, 
which is thus preſſed in on every ſide, and weighed 
down with matter, will ſome time burſt its bonds, ; 
and break the bars of its priſon 3 and then, how it 
will ſoar! Nothing ſure can equal the life, the joy, 
the glorious liberty, which a ſpirit muſt feel; when firſt 
delivered from its heavy clog ! Farewel! May our 
dear. Redeemer contihually watch over you, * 
wum word, and action | 
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| Dear Sir 


2 "I 5 


ſweet expreſſions of care and friendſhip for my | 
ſoul ? Ten thouſand thouſand bleſſings on your own 15 
for this kindneſs.I hope I may in one ſenſe 1 
that my ſoul proſpers, becauſe I deſire nothing but 
that the will of God may be done in me and by !r 
1 


But I have not at preſent thoſe overflowings of joy 1! 
have at ſome times experienced: the cries of a fi 


infant, which touch all the fineſt ſprings of human 
nab caſt a kind of heavineſs over my ſoul; and 
e iziQ watch I am obliged to keep | | 


i — 
3 f 
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Ni 
over my heart, for fear the leaſt murmuring or com- 
plaining thought ſhould ariſe in it (which, I would 
rather die than ſuffer) ſeem rather to reſtrain my ſoul 
from the glorious freedom ſhe once, had, of loſing 
herſelf in the heights and depths of divine love,—-: 
Oh blefled hours of abſtraction from all creatures, 
and joyful communion with the fountain and centre 
of all happineſs, when will ye return? When it 3 
the will of my heavenly Father that you ſhould re- 
turn; and in that divine will I reſt , contented, wil- 
ling; nay pleaſed, to ſuffer any thing, every thing, 
ſo I may be kept from ſin. I have lately had inward. 
temptations, buzzing about my mind, Aike inſects in. 
a ſummer's day ; but by looking to Jeſus, I as eaſily 

_ diſperſe them, as the waving hand diſperſes thoſe 
little troubleſome animals: and, thanks to my Re- 

' deemer's boundleſs merey, J Till enjoy in my inmoſt 
ſoul, a peace, which I would not loſe for millions of 
worlds. But I greatly want conſtant recollectiong and 

- a mortified humble ſpirit. You know the weight your 
Words have with me; give me, I beg of you, ſome 
directions for obtaining this, I cannot take my leave, 
' 4 without thanking you again and again, for enquiririg 
after my ſoul : Oh how dearly do I love you for this” 
goodneſs : May the tender metcies of God be with 
you! May the eternal Comforter meet and bleſs you 

in every word of 18 25 tongue, and in wy thought 


of your heart! 85 ö 
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Shall not forget che great . l had ak ask! | 
ful both to God and you, for our {aft converſation, © 
It ſeemed to me, that I had more liberty of ſpeaking | 

to you than uſual, though a thouſand things were yet 
left unſaid ;. and you led me to make many obſerva- 
tions, which I hope will be of laſting benefit to my 
ſoul, You have taught me to ſee the amazing wife _ 
dom and loving-kindneſs of God in ſeveral inſtances, . | 
5 which I ſhould not elſe have thought of; and I am 

d WW fully fatisfied with all his diſpoſals: knowing he or- 

2 ders all things well, I chearfully ſubmit ; and I truſt 

* that ſtrength will be given me to walk on in the way 
« ſet before me, though ſorrowful, yet (in one ſenſe) | 
4 « always rejoicing.” Is it not a great bleſſing that 

: the thorns are mixed with roſes ? This is infinitely 
| 
ö 


I 


more than I deſerve. How true is it, that the higher 4 
ſatisfaction we have in any thing, beſides God, the 
greater pain muſt neceſſarily attend it ? 1 have alen 
been taught this leſſon, in various degrees, each rifing 
above the other; and yet I have not learnt gy + 4 
And who ſhall teach me this wiſdom ? Why gen | 
yourſelf can lay down moſt excellent rules, but it is 
God alone wha can give me power to prattiſe . 
I plainly ſee the neceſſity of having every thought 0 


brought into ſuhjection to Chriſt: it muſt be thus, if Y 
I would attain ſettled peace and conſtant recolleftion. \ 
In your extract from Molinos, the ſtate of mind * 
e theſe words: The 

4 ſoul 
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6 ſout that is entered into the "EY af peace, 1 
6 knowledges itſelf full of God, and his ſupernatural 


© gifts; becauſe it lives grounded in a pure love, re- 
* ceiving equal Pleaſure i in light and. darkneſs, in 


„ night and day, in afliction and conſolation : through 


* this holy and heavenly indifferency,- it never loſes. 


. its peace in adverſity, nor its tranquility in tribulation, 
4 but ſees itſelf ſull of unſpeakable enjoyments. —— 
And again, Though the valley of the lower facul- 
ties of the ſoul, is fuffering tribulations, combat v 
__ mariyrdoms, and ſuggeſtions, yet at the ſam: time, on 
the loſty mauntain of the higher part of the ſoul, 
4 the true ſun caſts its beams; it enflames and en- 


6“ lightens it, and ſo it becomes clear, peaceable, re- 


* ſplendent, quiet, ſerene, being a mere ocean of | 
% J0y,” ——— But alas! you will ſay, « How far are 


 %. von from this ſtate ! True, I am far from it indeed, 


——_ 


And yet I have ſometimes experienced. ſome little: 
glimmerings of it, but they have been ſoon diſturbed; 
and then I have fondly ſaid to. myſelf, Well, when: 
this trial, when this temptation, or difficulty i over, 


I ſhall return to my ſweet peace, and my ſoul will- 
be wholly fwallowed up in the love of God. Vain 


imagination! I think I have now experimentally learnt 


a. truth, Which before only floated in my brain, 


« That the peace of a chriſtian does not conſiſt in 
& being free from temptations and difficulties, but in 


« ſtedfaſtly and calmly conquering them.“ Once 


more, the Lord preſerve you! Could my prayers. 


77 any thing, v what denn would you receive, in 


body, 
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body, ſoul, pry ſpixit ! Oh. gebe f arewel ! . 
when your ſoul is moſt carried up to God, remember, 


to pray for. | 
You rfl f. 
7 | | Fw - 
4 of —— 9 
. | 3 2 — 3 * . | > | 
Dear Sir, 10 1 


I Return you many thanks for writing ſo ſoon, and 
particularly for filling two ſides of your paper. 
My ſoul was as much enlivened by your letter, as the 
earth, the birds, and flowers, are by the rays of the 
ſun, after a long and heavy rain. May your bleſſed _ 
Maſter reward you for all your goodneſs to me | | 


I thank God I have in ſome meaſure learnt that 
grand leſſon, Not as I will, but as thou wilt;“ and 
I continually pray that he may teach it me more and 
more. The preſent idle and half-dying life 1 am f 
obliged to lead, greatly needs this temper of mind; 
and it is all the free mercy of my Redevauet that I can | 


| now ſay, his grace is ſufficient for me. 4 

| In regard to temporal bleſſings, I have now ha) | | | 
then a little diſpute with ſome of my religious friends, | 
and I want your authority to ſtrengthen my argu- | 
ments. They ſay, Whatever temporal bleſſing Gd 
gives, you are to rejoice and take a pleaſure in it, as 
his gift. And 1 lay, Whatever temporal bleſſing 801 
beſtows, the motive for your rejoicing ſhould be Meree - 
ly the will of wah 1 if you rejoice in the blen, 

5 conſidered 


N 


* 


(408) 


| conſidered as a happineſs in itfalf, (though 8 
it to God with a thankful heart) you. are building on 
the ſand, and your happineſs will be ſhaken, if not 
overturned, by the firſt ſtorm that beats upon it, 
But ifthe will of God be the motive of your rejoicing, 
Vyos build your happineſs ona foundation which never 
can be moved. The preſent bleſling, indeed, may 
vaniſh away, but your cauſe of rejoicing ſtill remain- 
eth ſure and ſtedfaſt, in time and in eternity. 

le think the way I am in at preſent a prodigious 
| happineſs and the greateſt of worldly bleſſings, wh 
| wWillaſk me, Are you not pleaſed 7 —I anſwer, 
am pleaſed with every thing which is the will of * 
and the anſwer is thought an odd one; but [ cannot 

I dare not take any a 3? 


| You want n me to ſay ſomething ago Ekeintan &. 
| ripened i in eternity. But This is a theme for angels; 
my foul is too low, too dull to attempt to write upon 
itz I can only wiſh and pray to be a partaker of it, 
Farewel ; may the ſweeteſt ſtreams of ma love 


ever fill your ſoul, 
Wo 1 To enen, 


— n.. 

mk N 
- Jo" 8 2 that I would. Ane 1 
have, and all I am to God, and gladly ſpend every 


4 | hour in his ſervice, But the difficulties I find in the 
7 70 N way 
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" way rs litinhperetr to we, though not ſo 1 = 
to every one, at leaſt if I may judge from ſome few 
inſtances I have loen ſince my acquaintance With you, 
—You yourlelf,—eex-. outwerdly, appear to me to 
4 ſpend every hour to the glory of Cod; and for'this 
reaſon T look upon you to be the happieſt of man- 
* kind. When I ſee you ſpent with fatigue; ybur eyes - 
half cloſed, and your outward ma ſeeming to haften 
to its diſſolution, though I would freely give my 
own life and ftrength to increaſe yours, I almoſt envy 
you this glorious fatigue, and ſay to myſelf,” How hap- 
PYs how: bleſſed is this man, thus to end and be 
fret in the ſetvice of his Redeemer! Think the tot 
preſumptubdus hen I ſay, that I place you conſtantly 
before my mind, as my living exainple. Outwardly 
it certainly is impoſſible for me to follow" you, but 
. inwardly Oh, "Sir, that I could in every faculty of | 
my ſaul be a follower of you, even as you ave of Cirijt! 
Vos bid me bos trongh; and doubtleſs if T could 
love enough, 1 ſhould (as you fu) do enough, fo r fer» 
feſt love is pefeRt liberty, derty to conquer all f, and | 
attain to alf holineſs, This 78 the gforious privilege of _ 
the children of God; und this my foul pati 
Rut though 1 can ae that 1 love — of 
all things, yet it is” very evident mat 1 dd not love | 
I of this perfett love's 
in my ſoul.” Sometimes my en 
be co entirety conquered, and my mind is — 
calm, zs were the waters "after Chriſt had ſuid to 
wee bes Ie ben 1 feem thas firong, 
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Iam 110 my inexpreſſible ſhame and bd Gund 
to be wrakngſt-itlelf : ſome trifle, which perhaps had 
appeared too contemptible even to be thought. of, 
Ky reer ny conn ee But thanks 
= ne 1 HIVE this 2 3 x; hu I 4p? e L 
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ſprinkling which alone can cleanſe me from this 
lution.” But indeed, Sir, I find every day more and 
n amen tf your words, that | have need to 
bd match always. I am ſet as it were in the midſt of 
| ſnares, both friends and enemies conſpiring together 
io keep me from that humility which is ſo neceſſary 
| to one who wiſhes to be really a thriftian. My ene - 
mies lead to pride, by railing at me for what is, and 
ought to be, in one fenſe, my glory x, and, 1 my friends, 
by having too high an opinion of me. I think there 


is none, except yourſelf, who do not in fome meofure | 


| hurt me: and therefore, though 1 dare not call you 


my friend, as implying any particular attachment on 
your part, you are in fact, my trueſt and beſt friend, 
Praiſe I now: dread as poiſon ; and yet my temper is 
ſuch as makes ſome encouragement neceſſary. V our 
behaviour to me is exactly fitted to preſerve the bal · 
ance of my mind even; a {mile of approbation from 
vou, is that praiſe which encourages without endangering, 
vou wil r mo nne a 
patient, 


(an 


patient, you know; muſt fully lay open his cafe. 10 
8 and I have been emboldened even by 
may your maſter reward you for all your la- 
bours in his ſervice, and for all your goodneſs to 


Your unworthy, though 9e . | ** 
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„ 
My God, how „ fatally do I experience the truth 
of this aſſertion ! My heart is indeed deceitful 
" above all things; and how great is my ſorrow. on 
the melancholy reflection? Lord I have, by- the 
deceitfulneſs and wickedneſs of my on heart, juſtly 
forfeited my title to the joys of eternity, incurred. thy 
- indignation, and made myſelf obnoxious to that dread- 
ful ſentence, Depart ye curſed ! And , how.. juſt this 
ſentenee, after the crimes my deceitful heart has be- 
trayed me into; after the many good- reſolutions, l 
have broke; after the ſins of ingratitude, preſump- 
tion, and repining, 1 with which 1 have dehled my 
foul ! How often have I reſolved, firmly reſolved, to 
keep a ſtrict watch over my eyes and heart in the 
- houſe of God, and let no thought have entrance 
which could prevent my addreſſing my Creator with 
the reverence, I ought ? But, merciful God! how 
5 contrary have I ated toall this ! Have not my eyes 
been 


* 


1 


„ 

deen amuſed by vanity, and my heart ſo diſtracted by 
idle and ridiculous ideas, that I have not known the 
words my lips pronounced ? Nay, have not even un- 
clean and blaſphemous thoughts attacked me at this ſa- 
cred time, and, wretch that I am ! been indulged, or but 
coldly rejected Horrible proof that my heart isdeceit- 


ful above all things, and deſperately wicked! Lord Iab- 
hor myſelf, for having thus often, and thus heinoully ' 


offended thee !.I am utterly aſhamed and confounded 
at my daring, my monſtrous impiety ! How ſhall I 
dare to hope for pardon of a ſin ſo frequently repeat- 
ed, and with ſuch aggravations ? When 1 conlider | 
the greatneſs of my guilt, my aſtoniſhed ſoul is ready 
to ſink in black deſpair, - Bleſſed God! I fin againſt 
the - cleareſt conviction, againſt the checks of my 
conſcience, and the kind, admonitions of thy Holy 
Spirit; and, | ſtrange | perverſeneſs ! againſt all the 
hopes I have of happineſs, ſin againſt that God, boom 
L love and adore from my ſoul, and whoſe ſavour I 


would this moment lay down my life to procure. The 


thoughts of immortality, and the ſurprizing gootineſs- | 
of the Almighty in the works of creation and redemp - 
tion fill my mind with gratitude and wonder: 2 
loſt in admiration, and could dwell for ever on a; 
delightful theme, And yet, inconſiſtent wretch that 
In 1 go on to offend this divine author of my be- 
ing, by my careleſs, ſupine, and irreverent addrefles;. 


A my wicked and. fantaſtic thoughts, My prayers N 


are turned into fin: and now is it not preſumption- 


f | 


| EIN SG owe: 
ther, would it not be a greater fin thirs I have yet 
committed, to deſpair of it ? Is not mercy the darling 
attribute of God'? It is; and I embrace and adore 
that mercy; that mercy which is fo freely offered to 
ite worlt of finners; that mercy which-is made ſure 
to us by the blood of 'a crucified Saviour. Oh my 
only refuge! my deareſt hope and everlaſting confi- 
dence! teach me words to expreſs the ſentiments I | 
| have of thee, and the abhorrence I Rave of my guilt. 
I deteſt myſelf, hate my vile ingratitude, and am fully 
convinced of "my own weakneſs, and the vanity of 
my beſt reſolutions, without thy aſſiſting grace j Oh 
grant me that, for the fake of my Redeemer; on that 
alone will I rely: never more will I truſt to the 
ſtrength of my own reaſon; 1 have found by dear 
experience, that I am folly and inconſtancy itſelf; 
without thy aid I am worſe than nothing, but with 
mo bleſſing I implore, I ſhall be more than conque- 
ror. But is the fin I have now been lamenting the 
only inſtance of the wickednefs and deceitſulneis of 
my heurt 7 Alas! it is not: I have innumerable 
proofs of its treachery; every day, every hour brings 
2 and gives me new cauſe for grief and repent 
I refolve frequently, no more to repine at the 
base l under; no more to look back with 


— 


diſcontent, or forwards with diſtruſt; And theſe re- 
ſolutions I ſtrengthen, by reſtections on the wiſdom 
ox God: How much better he knows1o chilſe for me, 
| than 1 could for myfelf: and how unavailing impa- 
| RT GREED Trane PI REI. 
| . ſider 


ii 

ader how fall my puniſhment'is, — 
what I deſerve, and ſhould fuffer, wab not the A 
mighty infinitely merciful; and what bleflings aMiecs 
tions are productive of, when received with-humility 
and reſignation. And yet after all this, how often 
do I catch my deceitful heart breathing an impious 


sgh, and by this ſecret complaint accuſing Provi- 


dence . How often are my eyes lift up, with a * Lord! 
„ why am 1 thus miſerable 7 Why, while I fee all 
% around me gay and proſperous, maſt 1 alane be 
<« ubfortunate, and mourn without finding one to 
« pity me What have bdone to deſerve the being 
« diſappointed in every thing I have ſet my affections 
« on, and deceived by every friend I have truſted?” 
— With this ſurprizing boldneſs Have I dared to 6. 
poſtulate wich my Maker ; and yet his mercy ſtill al- 


lows me life: and time for repentance. O thou adora- 


ble Being] may I never more offend thee by a 'difcon- 
tented word or thought; but grant that every facul- 
ty of my foul may be in perfeft reſignation to thy 
will ; and by this reſignation acquire that tranquillity , 
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under every: little, mortification I may meet in the 
common oecurrenxes of life. How weak (I cry) if 


it to be affected by the folly or ill · nature of the world} . 


Wiky ſhould —— ſneers PO low: 
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* and unjuſt notions of 5 "oh 
me of any real merit ? Can an envious, a malicious, 
or a detracting ſpeech; do me any material i injury, 
unleſs. I give it force myſelf, by my impatience and 
want of per? No certainly: nothing from withs 
out can hurt me, but by my own fault, A mind for- 
tified with religion and philoſophy is proof againſt 
the darts of ſenſeleſs tattle, or ill-natured wit. Firm x 
and collected within itſelf, it ſmiles ſuperior, and looks | 
down on the ignorant and the malicious with pity. — 
Theſe refle&ions are juſt; and Oh that I could reduce 
them into practice! But here I miſerably fail. After my 
ſoul has plumed herſelf with theſe fine motions, and 
is ready to pronounce, herſelf equal to every trial, ſhe 
finks in the moſt ſhameful manner. A word, a look, 
nay the very appearance of ſlight, throws me into 
the greateſt uneaſineſs and confuſion; and though 1 
can govern my. temper. enough to hide it from the 
world, my heart is ready to burſt with indignatioa. 
Strange weakneſs But why do I. call it ſtrange ? 
Am I not too well acquainted with the fatal cauſe of 
this, and almoſt every fin I am guilty of ? Tis vani- 
ty, that intolerable vanity, which mixes: itſelf with 
all la&, or ſpeak, or think. When I look ſtrictly 
into my deceitful and wicked heart, I find it ſo full 
of chis abominable vice, that I regard myſelf with 
horror and amazement: and yet perhaps the next 
moment indulge in airy ſchemes and ſelf . complacency. 
Sure there is not in the whole univerſe ſo vain and 


nſul a wreich asl am What can I hope for ? What 
5 * | | E of can 
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can I.expett 7 Will not .taral rejbBian foam he, | 


preſence of Cod be juſtiy my portion ? Oh ths 
tbought of ynytterable horror! My, Cod my only 
hope! can I think of heing for evex caſt out from the 
light of thy countenance, and live? Why; does ngt 
the dreadful idea at once put an end.to my being ? 


All the torments of damnation are ſummed ug 


theſe ſhocking worde. Eternal rejection from thy 


preſence ! !—Oh, gracious, and adorable, Being! let me 


not he thus beyond. i 1 curſed. , In the name 
of my bleſſed Saviour I implore thy pity 1 Oh Jo 
with compaſſion on a ſoul Which pants. for, grace 
and forgiveneſs! a ſoul ſenſible of her; weak and pol- 
lured ſtate, and. entirely relying on thy, merey. Oh 


ſpeak, peace to this troubled ſea, and all ſhallbe calm} 


Give me ſtrength to reſiſt thoſe temptations 1 ſo often 
fink under}, But abuve all, change this wicked and 
deceitful heart, and give me a new heart, and an 
ipirig, ,"Mortify, in me all prqud thoughts, and wain 
opinions of myſelf, and let not the bleſſin ubaſt 
beſtowed upon me increaſe. my condemnation, ber 
ing made motives ſor pride and vin glory. Higar 
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Cone unto meal that labour and ave heavy laden, and: 


4 wilt refreſh, your | 76 93x! B92} \ 


*HESE, On compaſſionate Savigur, were thy 


41 words; his th acious call, a 
th e Shay, ie. - 


I come unto thes the world! for 
dob * _reſt, 


-- 


and grant my, requeſts, Oh. ever-merciful, G gd. tor 
the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, our only Mediator and Ree | 
deemer, . | ORC: OT AT; ite nerd 1 


OT 


cus ) 


delt, . ad evertifiiiy bepelbeg Weste 
with treading the paths of folly and'Vanity ; wearied 
with deceitful hopes and idle fears, und all the gay 
delufions of this world, I come to the for peace, and 
with fall aſſurance of obtaining it. Aſſurance found - 
ed on thy promiſes : thoſe promiſes which are truth 
itſelf: merciful as thy own beneficent nature, and 
| \unalterable as thy being.” Heaven and earth mall | 
paſs away, but thy word ſhall never fail. Fans. 
raged by this word, I come: not even the refleRtion 
of my abſolute nnworthineſs man keep me from thee, 
Tis to finners/that this heavenly call is addreſſed : 

finners that labour under the heavy burden of their 
| offence ; and ſuch am I. The miſerable wretoh who 
is chained tothe oar, is not more weary of his ſlavery 


chan Lam of my fins: the ſins which ſo eafily beſet 


me, and ſo often conquer my beſt reſolutions. Every 
Hour I have new reafor! to lament my weaknefs, and 
to confeſs'that thy grace is my only refuge. Orr let 
that grace, Which has kept me from all infamous 
crimes, be alſo my prefervative againſt thoſe flag of 
the mind, which, though hid from the ſhort-fighted 
world; are all open to thee, and render my ſoul 
f equally odious to the eye of heaven. Oh ſave me 
from myſelf! from n own proud thoughts and: vain 
aſſections! I come to thee, «bleſſed Jeſus, that I may 
have reſt; Oh give me that reft ! then ſhall all be 
Perfett peace and harmony, and my/ ſoul ſhall feel no 
emotions but thoſe of j Joy and gratitude, eternal gra- 
titude for my gracious and Almighty b benefactor. Ws 
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Of bla ue ever trabpotting thought ! 1 3 
and never failing remedy for all the troubles 


and diſappointments of life! Incorruption and im- 
mortality! Let me dwell on the charming words: 
they carry peace and everlaſting j joy in the Fd; 
And yet how little can my ſoul underſtand of their 
full import; clogged'by the weight of fleſh and blood ? 
Darkened by this cloud of fin and error, what true 
idea can ſhe form of incorruption ? But if the faint 
ſhadow and diftant profpe&s afford ſuch delight, 
what will the full enjoyment give ? Imagination is 
loft in the dazzling reflection! All the ſcenes of this 
lower world vaniſh as a miſt before the ſun ; and my 
elevated ſoul wholly abſorpt in contemplation of thoſe 
mighty hleſſings, ſeems to ſoar above the ſtars, and 
launch into the fea of eternity. My God! My ever- 
laſting hope! "Great and adorable Creator all 
things! Where ſhall I find words exprellive my 
wonder, my joy and gratitude? Thy mercy, thy fres — 
and boundleſs mercy, from nothing called me into 
being, and made tliat being capable of an endleſs du- {| 
ration : formed me for eternity! And what raiſes the we 
benefit infinitely higher, for an eternity of happineſs, | | 
Not the united power of men and devils can deprive \ \ 

me of this without my own conſent: and if I am mi- | 
ſerable I have no one to blame, except myſelf. 0 
45 1 thee msn and 
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the notions I have of My dine a attributes As me 
Virhun unbonnded confidence, Unworthy as 1 am 
of the leaſt of all thy mercies, I cannot but hope for 
|  thegreateſt; and in the midſt of my copti 
| fences, 1 look up to thee, as my friend, my onl 
fuge and conſtant benefactor. When J grieve for my 
fins, 'tis not from fear of puniſhment, but from the 
cutting reflection of my black ingratitude, in offend; 
ing my Creator and Preſeryer, the Godin whom I 
Jive, and move, and have my N ; the, God to 
whom 1 owe infinitely more. than I can conceive ; 
to hom I owe the glorious and the aſſuted hopes of 
incorruption and immortality, And here again, O 
|  myſoul, take wing, again loſe, thyſelf in the bliſsful 
N proſpekt! g Think on the joy thou wilt fee] hen this 
*  corruptible ſhall have Put on incocruption ; when 
this companion (which, in ſpite of the miſeries it be; 
trays thee into, is ſtill dear and fill too tenderly be- 
loved) ſhall become (inſtead of à glog, or a prison) 2 
vehicle pure and ethereal, perfectly fitted for all the 
h = | purpoſes of thy enlargened,, faculties, . and che come 
pletion of thy glory and happineſs, O bleſſed and | 
deſtrable re- union State of permanent delight, and h 
never fading joy ! With what; rapture does this idea . 
inſpire my ch F ired by thoughts! like theſe, I xiſe 
far above the moſt glorious proſpetts, earth, with all 
_her boaſted vanities, can give. enn 


the 1 leaſt glimpſe of <ernal 7 0 ye: vaniſh into 


| 

| 

Pn air! Loſt ages, Mae 107% eee IN 
glories ; 
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A 
dows never return to darken my ſoul! May the Got 
in whom I truſt, preſerve me from all their tenpta- 
tions; may his mercy ever protect and guide me, und 
bring me in the end to that Rate of incorruption and 
immortality, which I hope for through the merits 
and mediation of corn Lord und Savicuy you" 
CR 1 4 | 
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ns Now hnow. 1, that God ia no roſter of 
perſans'; but in every nation he that feareth him and 
worketh righteouſugfe, is accepted of him. 


Tu text is ſo ſtrong a proof af the unreaſona+ | 
bleneſs and folly af national or religious preju- 
dices, that one would imagine it ſhould entirely ba- 
niſh thoſe adious and pernicious principles from the 
whole chriſtian world. But daily experience to 
plainly diſcovers the contrary ; ; and the very Prop 
11 would be thought to have the greateſt. 2ca 
of ſouls, are of all.others the readie to 6 
2 emn thoſe who. diſſent from them. Lis a =} ET | 
mon fthough falſe aſſertion) of Libertines? that pr F 
of all, religions are the i ſame ; but they might truly . 
6rm, that bigo of, all religions are the ſame, equal- | |. 
ly deſtruftive of the peace. of their fellow-creatures, 
and the laws of civil ſociety. What wild havock, 1 
what horrid Tcenes of blood and Aaughter, have been 
e miſtaken 2 zeal and blind prejudice ? The 
s of fo former times bound with ſhocking in- 
L ſtances 
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e e bin be een age — The 
| perſecuted-party have no ſooner got the/upper band, 
but they have, with the power, aſſumed the ſpirit of 
their / perſecutors, and been guilty of the very acts of 
injuſtice they had ſo loudly exclaimed againſt. Tis 
true, the degrees and kinds of perſecution differ, ac- 
"cording to the particular notions of the ſecta, or the 
particular laws of the ſtates where it is practiſed; butt 
perſecution, in whatever ſhaye or degree, is ſtill per- 
ſecution, and proceeds from that ſpirit of prejudice 
and bigotry which makes us look on God as a reſpłe- 
ter of perſons, and on all thoſe who differ from us as 
his enemies, and conſequently, deſerving nothing atour 
hands but contempt and cruelty. Thus the furiqus 
Roman Catholic brands with the name of heretic, all 
cho are without the pale of his church, purſues them 
with fire and [word in this world, and ſentences them 
to eternal puniſhment in the next; and the ſtaunch 
ſour Proteſtant devoutly expatiates on the crying fin 
of idolatry, never thinks of the Pope without joining 
with him antichriſt and the devil, abſolutely pro- 
nounces the church of Rome to be the whore of Baby- 
| ton, and expects (with great chriſtian charity) that 
in a ſe ages more ſhe and all her members will be 
ſwallowed up in the bottomleſs pit, the lake of fire 
and brimſtonc. Nay, the bigots of (even) the little 
trifling ſe&s into which the reformed religion is ſub- 
divided, all agree to damn each other, and wholly 
to appropriate to thoſe of their own denomination, 
* of * and W 
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prizing narrowneſs of ſoul! Worte a — 1 


dity! They had ſome excuſe for their arroganey * th 
particular manner in which Providence had diftin-- 
guiſhed them frum the 'reſt of the world, ſeemed to 
be ſome foundation for their pride to build on; and 
tis not to be wondered that the dark ſhadow of the * 
law ſhould obſcure the principle of univerſal bene-. 


ſation of the goſpel, men who pretend to be followers 
of that Jeſus whoſe whole life was a ſcene of modera-. 
tion and charity, who laid down his life for his ene- 
mies, and prayed ſor his murderers: in a word, that 
chriſtians ſbould deſpiſe, hate, and perſecute their 
fellowechriſtians, is a conſideration equally melan- 
cholly and amazing! Miſtaken men! Is then the 
great Creator of the univerſe, the preſerver of all his 
creatures, the God of mercy, who would not that 
any one ſhould periſh ? Is this adotable Being a re- 
ſpecter of perſons ? Is his juſtice to be biaſſed by 

fooliſh diſtinction ? Or his mercy leſſened by 

uncharitable judgments ? In vain you would mabs 
the Almighty a party in your quarrel. and pretend i 1: 
be fighting his cauſe P He diſclaims ſuch furioud 
. R | 
who are deſtroying the moſt glorious part of her fyſ- 
tem, that principle of univerſal” charity, which W F 
the apoſtolical times was the diſtinguiſhed mork of Y. 
chriſtianity. -It was then ſaid, $ee how-theſ&chrif-. 
tians love one another! But now (fad contra l) ſee 
l O dleſſed and 


Oo OC 

everanmreibel G06.) dan tions vb eee 
cha deplorable tate of the chriſtian world | See how 
thy church is laid waſte and rent aſunder, by the 
fraud, malice, or blind zeal of particular men: in 
one place over- run by ſuperſtition, in another under- 
mined. by ſcepticiſm; and every where robbed of her 


: 
is 


| Primitive peace and purity. Oh reſtore that purity ! 


Reſtore that peace | Heal her breaches, reform 
ſuperſtitions, and grant that we may, wich one 
and one mind, with univerſal love and unbounded 
charity to our fellow-creatures, and a firm and lively 
faith in our bleſſed Redeemer, adore thee the only 
true God; and, after a life of piety and virtue, at- 
FFF ns 
———_— ; 
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wi we are deprived' af allabe jojs @ lik, 
Ne re age ws Let ee Pry 

of ure dives, whane and to whom muſt we go 
for relief 7 What comfort can be hoped in u condi- 
tian fo delperere?=—Wiall reflection on the paſt give us 
caſe ? —Alas l it our wounds ſtill deeper 3 
and every remdtubiance of the treachery of our 
friends, or the malice of our enemies, draws 2a new 
lch from the oppreft and aching heart, and a freſh 
tear from the ſinking cyc.——Shall we look for- 
wand All dark and gloomy is the proſpect, and 
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the mind, wearied with afflictiom and wholly depteſt 


by grief and diſappointments, ſhudders at the thought 
of launching again into the ſea of delufions, of again 
truſting, and being again deceived. In circumſtances 
ſo deplorable, nothing can calm our grief, nothing af- 
ford us one 'moment's peace, but ſeeking early after 
God; and happy! - thrice happy! that ſoul, Which 
can ſay with the royal Pſalmiſt, O God! thou art my 
Cod, my refuge in all my diftreſſer, my only hope, aud er- 
laſting peace A man who tan look up to the great 
author of nature with à confidence like this, Who | 
can ſeek after God with full aſſurance of finding him, 
and in him a ſure relief for all the troubles and miſe- 
ries of life, is ſuperiot to all events, and may be hap- 
py in the moſt terrible afſlictions. Is he deprived/of 
his eſtate, reduced to a deſpiſed and unrelie ved pos 
verty ? He is ſtill rich in the pleaſing hopes, that - 
his Gott will one day beſtow on him a gloripus and 
never-failing inheritance, Is he by death robbed” of 
his deareſt friends 7 His grief is immediately calmed, | 
by the thoughts of that eternal ſtate to Which he 0 Rr 
every moment approaching, and where be will 'meer _ A 
thoſe dear objects of his tenderneſs, never, ww | 
be parted from them more. Is his 3 
a ſacrifice to ſpite and calumny, and himſelf con-, 
demned, reviled, and hated, by his acquaintance f. 
Still true to his principles, and fire in his ttuſbeg W 
Almighty, he braves the ſtorm, and with joy looks 14 
forward to that day, when bis aceüfent Mall be ob2 
2 a 2 and his * 

| iS. 3. bt ap 


| 3 
Aclaged zn h fight of men and angels. Is he belray> 


| Ax whole he jruſted with an unbounded confidence, 


| by thoſe who, were dear to him as himſelf, and for 


| Whole life he would freely have paid his awn ?. Even 


— inthieatlidtion (which is of all others the moſt 
ing to human nature) he is ſtill maler at hang, d 


| yp that friend who will never deceive him, to that 


God who 3s truth itſelf. Convinced of the folly. of 


| Placing his love and truſt on creatures, he.fixes/it 


_ - with ſincerity the mercy of God, in thus gracjoully 


l | ercation.cap beſtow; infinitely beyond all I can afk. 


wholly on the eternal Creator, and acknowledges 


releaſing his heart from thoſe deluding ties, which 
= bad ſo often drawn. him. from. the centre of true 
| happinelg, che end of his being. Thus bleſſed is 

who can ſay with faith, gratitude, and .humilay, 

God, thou. art. my Gd Grant, Oh moſt | adorable 
| and amnipotent Being! grant me. this glorious privi- 
bee! I have nothing mare to aſk,, That thou ant my 
God, is a bleſſing infinitely greater than the whole | 


N conceive. Poſſeſſed of this, I 

| | bined malice of men and devils, 412 
nee , and afligion af all kinds, 
aven what 1 have molt dreaded ! Welrome all, if it 
ig the will of heaven! What hurt are ye capable of 


ing me, while 1 can ſay to the rock of ages,. „Thou 


GAIN" And certainly, Ob thou fountain, of 
and author of all good, tis thy gracious will that þ 


W 


EE 
e bn: e - : 


1 
on thee in all my afftiftions ? Why this ede ch 
dence on thy mercy and goodnefs, irr the midie of 
my ſuſSerings ? How ofteri, when my heart has bert 
unk ing under a load of ſorrow, have I found tellef 
and comfort, by applying to ches? Iu trouble 
which. 1 have thought impoſſible to be endured, 
thou haſt been my ſupport j and hen ut iny j] 
1 have been tempted to diſcentent, and dated to = 
murmus and complain, how quiekhy has Why grate 
inſpired me with remorſe for my impicty, and ets = 
abled me to make à new act of reſignatiott to 'thy 
providente } Sure and infullible proofs that łhou art 
my God! And Oh thay J never repay thoſe Inſtan- 
ces of thy compaſſion and tender mercy With'ingra? 
titude ! Never more diſtruſt the power” Which” has 
fo often delivered me ! But grant, Almighty Father; 
that in all dhe trials mom haſt allotted the in eie 
mortal Rate, 1 may leck thee early; snd in ſeekit 
thee find all the bleffitigs thou haſt promiſed, 
nd ee eee eee | 
joy and happinefs in the next Theft favours, theſs 
bleſhnags'1 — FM. 
mn wls IS | 
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ſenſible of this, and convinced by tots 

_ rignge, what an unruly evil the tongue is; how full 

of deadly poiſon! Tis indeed a monſter Which no 

art can tame, and as indefatigable as. cruel: unwearied 

in doing miſchief, it ſhoots its venom on every fide ; 

the moſt innocent life is not exempt from its wounds, 

and a conſpicuous and uncommon merit is attacked 

by it with redoubled fury. The horrible mi 

Which have been occ; by a wicked and | 

hs by MA St be, 

continually increaſing : whole, hecatombs of reputa- 

tions are daily ſacrificed by an ill-natured ſtory, ſea- 

ſoned with a little falſe wit; nay, by a-ſmgle word, 

.a diſtant hint, or invidious ſneer! Scandal and de- 

traction have an abſolute and unbounded ſway in all 

ranks and conditions of men; even people who pre- 

tend to religion, and an uncommon ſhare of piety, 

dare not free from this vice: tis true they would not 

for the world tell a lie, or be the inventors of mali 

| cious ſtory ; but then they will not ſcruple canvaſſing 

in the ſtriſteſt marmer, the moſt trivial actions of 
de ir neighbours, and paſſing judgment accondint to 
the particular notions” they have of things. Good 
people certainly will not talk ſcandal; but ſure a lit- 

7 tle harmleſs detraftion may be indulged: beſides 1 

ſhews their zeal for religion, and the abhorrence they 

have for any thing that looks like fin ; and then it i 

fo natural ts find fault, and gives the cenfors ſuch 

” air of ſuperiority, and at the ſame time affords. an op- 

ſtunity for diſplaying beit great humility and mo- 

l enn, 
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acſty, in the ſalvoes they never fail to makeuſe,—* Tg 
be ſure one oufht not to judge, Butt Teatly think that 
muſt be with a bad defigh, —Certainily" one Would 
think the beſt, but 'tis very plain when people live in 
that manner, they cah have no fetiſe of any. 1. 
that is good and where they think to yo when the 
die, is Turprifing to me. —I1 am very Torry to fay it, 
and would have you very cautious how you mention 
it again, but fure ho creature ever aQed in to hock- 16 
ing and ridiculous a marmer as he did in that affair, — 
I don't know; its hard judging, and God only Knows = 
the heart j but for my part, Twould not have fo much 
to anſwer for, for all the world. Thu people whe 
are (perhaps) in all other parts of their condu@ un- 
blameable, fail in this material one, SITS, 
F ˖˙ IO COrae bl 
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Ain withinme # O put thy t is C 
W Gracious and moſt adorable God! forgive-my | 
want of confidence in thee! Pardon and ee 
es cloud of fear and diſeontent, which) now | 
fits ſo heavy on my ſoul !/ Lord I own it woutd 
kinitely juſtto verwhelm me with the ills 1 fear, 
ſo'raſhly and could 1 fuffer alone, 
one manraturing: ought ſhale. follow dy ae 
diſpenſations : but O my God |. ſhould I be wounded \ 8 
through what is lo much dearer than myſelf, how is 


Wee — 
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Win Au), 8 
1 Sat e 44 Levy loft ett pi; 
foal I be able tomake en act of zebgnation like this) 
And yet 1 will] muſt—my happineſs to eternal ages 
depends on i it, _ Ever-blefſed God! Glorious Creator 
of jnpumerable worlds! ſhall a worm dare, todiſpute 
with thee? No: if I am to loſe—(O'dreadful thought!) 
but if what 1 fear is to come to pals, thy will be done. 
Thanks, praiſe, and ever-grateſul adorations, mor 
than I can utter, more than I can conceive, be to that 
mereiful Being, who bas, prevented the ills I feared, 
and zeſtored me the only joy and comfort. of my life, 
the only bleſſing n 
en eee eee „ Ari ch. 244} 114.188 
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EXTR ACT — a LITTLE DIARY. 


TFANUARY. 5, 1754:5-..Glory. to the God of 
boundleſs mercy, who hag this day, when fink» 


4 under great heavineſs both of ſoul and Dody, 
lified up the light of his countenance upon me, and 
made me drink deep of his redeeming love. OR 
ag ſweeteſt and moſt compaſſionate Jeſus ! how do thy 
tender'mercies follow and ſupport my ſoul : and {till 
I am ungrateful, and ſtill I. am not as thou wouldſt 
have me to be Oh when wilt thou make a fall end 
ol fin; and bring in thy perfect righteouſneſs ? All 
things are poſſible to thee; and do 1 not know, do 
I not tafte that thou art gracious! Oh my ſun, my 
- ſhield, life of my life, look into my heart; I dare 

appeal to thine all-ſearching eye, that there is no- 
n 4 8 2 thing 


6 
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thing ſo dear to is. but 1 would this moment part 
with it for thee? "Ana" why ther, deareſt Lord, win 
thou not form thy whole bleſſedimage i in my foul? M 
unworthinefs I know is greater than ir en de. 
creature in the univerſe; but this unworthineſs will 
the more magnify thy mercy, 1 have only iny un- 
worthineſs. to plead; arid I have no hope but in 
thine atonting blood—Qh let this blood, which has 
bought my peace, cleanſe me alſo from every fin ; 
and let that bleſſed Spirit, who has ſealed and 
neſſed this peace to my foul, be now a ſpirit of 
ing, to conſume all my droſs, and to purify me ev -n 
as Oh glorious proſpet, heart-enlivening- hopes, 
let me fink into the duſt before thee l God of glory, 
God of purity, I am-loſt in ſelf-abaſement { But haſt 
thou not promiſed ? And wilt thou not fulfil thine 
own gracious gvord ? Oh give me then perfett ſanc- 
tification of body, ſoul, and fpirit; and let this 
heavy ctoſs which ſeems now coming upon me, he, 
by thine all- power ful grace turned into; a means of 


forwarding thy bleſſed work in my ſoul. Let every | 


bitter cup which thou permitteſt to be given me, be 
joyfully received, as ſerving in ſome degree 178 


form me to thy fufferings; and let me in all 


though ever ſo contrary to my corrupt nature, give 


thanks, and ſay on WERE ICI M 
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mad loud enough for me to heat, - What nothing 


a W! 


_ wdvlightfu-one, and I thank God I enjoyed it. 1 
un tzlad yon pariook of this feaſt, and may the ſe- 


And how thank ful ought. we to be, that can delight 
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Thank God for bee bes * 
and with they may increaſe more and more, If 


Ss really; ſay, Cbriſt loved me, and died for me, 


tis impoſſible you ſhould be miſerable ; and he will 
as ſurely froe you from all your fins, ag he now lives 
to malte invterceſhon for you. Mr. ***'s ſermon.was 


end part of it be ſtill moe bleffed to your ſoul. 
When Mr. %% took his text, a ladh in che next pew 


burſheep !”. At firſt this ſpeech ſhocked me, 4nd raiſ- 
ed my indignation; but poor ſoul; pity! was her due. 


in the name of ſhecp, that we can underſtand the 
voice of our ſbepherd, and be led by him into green 
chat Chriſt appeared to you during this ſermon. in fo 


amiable light; for there is ſomething in the cha- 
rafter of the good ſhepherd peculiarly endearing ; but 
| indeed 1 in every character and in every view, our Re- 
-deemer is the chiefeſt among n and alto- 


gether 


#, 
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gether lovely. The tongue of angels would | fail to 


ſpring forward into eternity, God preſerve you, &c. 
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tell what Chriſt is to the believing ſoul; and if he 
appears thus tranſcendently lovely to us here, What 
muſt he do, when this veil of fleſh is entirely taken 
away? Dwell upon this thought, and let your foul 


* 
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_ OMy dear friend, "a 
I Hope your preſent circumſtances do not prevent 
your conſtant watching over your own heatt, and 
preſſing forwards in the way of holineſs. In the. 

midſt of all theſe proſpeQs death may come! And 
are you fit to die? We cannot too often aſk ourſelves _ 
this queſtion, We cannot be too ſerious, There is 
only a moment between us and eternity, May the 
Lord Jeſus ſo prepare us, that at whatever hour he 
calls we may be ready, our lamps trimmed, 'and we \ 
ourſelves as thoſe who wait for the bridegtobm; * 
Adieu, my dear. May the e men you 


from all evil. | M. - 
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1 Think the queſtions you aſk; what if I never ould a 

attain, &c. are not well. Do you doubt eith i 
the power or the mercy of that God, who has pro- [ 
miſed' that Go who hunger and thirſt after righte, |. 
ouſneſs ſhall be filled? There may be a too great im- 
patience, even for ſpiritual bleflings. ' Learn to lay i4 J 
low at the feet of Chriſt, and truſt him for your ſal- 
vation, though he , ſeem to hide his face from you, | 
Your imperfetions are a mortification to you: let 


(* 134 ) 8 i 

1 be ſo, And inſtead of a to! conquer 
| chem, let them only fink you the deeper into humi- 
lity and ſelſ. abaſement, and thank God for every ſuf. 
fering you have either of body or mind. The Lord 
a Jeſus give you all that is needful for you. | 


E Fn Sc. 
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5 "Hy dear frien NEL Ye 4 

| I Thank you for your lat. It gave 5 a a good deal 
| of ſatisfaction: For I really think-you are in a 
better ſtate of mind, than you was in before you mar- 
.ried, As to what I ſaid of the pride of life, I think l 
have often expreſſed myſelf as fully as I could upon 


2 : the ſubjeQ however, ſince you deſire it, I will ty: 
do be more explicit, This paſſion diſcovers itſelf 


very differently, according to the various diſpoſitions 
ol thoſe. who are aftuated by it. In ſome it is the 
love of much glare in dreſs and equipage. La others, 
of high taſte and elegance in their table, and the fur- 
niture of their houſes, -- In a third ſort it ſhews itlelf 
in a kind of ſubſtantial luxury: and in a foutth, by a 
love of being thought people of importance, Now, 
my dear, it is very eaſy for you to examine your own 
Heart, and ſee whether you are entirely free from 
pride in each of theſe particulars, For my part, 1 
think I can with pleaſure acquit you in three of them: 
and as to the fourth, though it is what your natural 
temper chiefly leads to, yet you have, by the grace of 
God, vaſtly got the better of it, The danger you call 
Ly is far from being ſo: whatever ſoftens and 


enervates 


7 


1 135 * | Sins 
enervates the 3 whatever de an „ | 
over the ſoul is to de cautioully guarded againſt. . 4 


In regard to any object you are particularly fond of, 
letthis reflection be always uppermoſt in your mind, 
I love for eternity,” and then you will be careful not” 
to let any thing enter into your affection in time, but 


what may without 8 be admitted i into W 


is | 

your letter, * dear life, has given me great 
pleaſure, This is indeed, as it ought to be. 

And Oh by no means ſuffer this anxious deſire after 

God, this thirſt after holineſs to abate, only let it be 

mixed with that kind of reſignation, which implies 

a willingneſs to ſuffer, ſo you may be kept from fin, 

The pain you ſpeak of I rejoice in. Oh my love, this 

is right, and may you more and more be conformed : 

to Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified, A ſoul thus 1 

pained, mus longing, thus ſtruggling for ſalvation, 

and at the ſame time laying low at the foot of the 

croſs, and crying, Lord thy will be done,“ is an 

obje& in which the holy angels rejoice, nay on which 

God himſelf looks down well pleaſed, '' To ſuqh a: 

ſoul every goſpel bleſſing is near at hand. The Sun 1 

of Righteouſneſs is on the point of rifing in it with | 

healing im his wings; the eternal Comforter is fead \ | \-] 

to witneſs with it, that it is born of God, and to fill \ * 

it with that peace, which paſſeth · all | underſtanding, \ 

The bleſſed and adorable Trinity is ready to raiſe it 

Ren ne} and to perfect the new creation. 

| M32 What 
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* What erb proſpects! 4 Only' let v not chm Wy a 


py pain be taken from you by any comforts the 
world can give, but hold it dear to your heart, as 

light tg your eyes, till God himſelf hangs 1 
5 „ e 


1 haue Wh thought that to 9 8 any e | 
but the ſalvation of our own ſouls and that of othe 
is wrong; becauſe in nothing elſe can wo be ſure th 
our wiſnes are agreeable to the will of God. I do 


not know how to believe, that you could wiſh for 


; [ep you had laid upon yourſelf, and was glad to 


more riches, and if the being pleaſed with the thoughts 
of gain proceeded only from-this motive, that you 
thought God was putting it more in your power to 
relieve the neceſſities of others, I would not dare to 
condemn you; but it is fo difficult to take any fatis- 
faction of this kind without ſome mixture of worldly- 
mindedneſs, that we cannot be too careful in this re- 
reſpett, nay we ought rather t fear, leſt we- fhould 
not be found faithful ſtewards of the talents put into 
our hands, as knowing, that both in ſpiritual and 
temporal bleſſings, To whom-much 18 be of: 
« ow _ much be er 
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My dear friend, ew if 5 
Really believe you are the fame wayering incon. 


ſtant creature you uſed to be, and one ſign of your 
| being ſo 1 is that you write to me now as if i it was a taſk, 
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get 
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HERO 


(387 3-77 
get huddled over, any how, 1 jane; batt das 
There is now no ſerious 'examination of your own 
heart, no pleaſure in writing on the things of God, 
no ſpiritual affections, all is hurry and confuſſon. 
Oh take care, I intreat of you, take care and in the midſt 
of your bodily hurry, keep ſacred in your ſoul a li- 
tle place of ſilence and retirement, where the ſtill 
ſmall voice may be heard; and though your partic» 
lar circumſtances divide you from your friends, yet let 
them not ſeparate you from your God. The more 
your head and hands are full of buſineſs, the more 
need you have to watch over your on heart. What 
is firſt done ( in reſpe& of worldly affairs) from an ex- 
cellent motive, and as matter of duty, may by degrees 
ſo cling about the heart as to become a ſnare to it, and 
wth Gy ang Aua. — 
Ne e 42 
Bb... . eee mee. March no, bard 


Am {ab 5 bleſs Cod that arm ITY 1 
in ſo happy a'ſtate, while your body was in he 
mid of folly and confuſion : you obſerve very jult- || 

ly, that thoſe diverſions are ab/olitely unfit for 4 | 
who is ſeeking ſalvation. ee, dee ee 5 
contrary to the ſpijit of the goſpel, than what the world,| \| 
calls polite amuſements. What can be more — \ 
tan for one who deſires to be a Chriftian, (that is, in 
mind which was in Chris, 
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- who deſires that juſtification by faith, which Dajan 

produce in the heart that true humility and meeknefs, 

. 2 deadneſs to the world, that conſtant reſignation 
A and fervent deſire to do his will which was 
3 in Chriſt : what abſurdity it is for ſuch a perſon as 
wis (in all the extravagance and glare of dreſs) to be 
* ſuimming or | ſkipping about a room, and wiſhing per- 

5 haps to draw the attention and admiration. of the moſt, 

vile and profligate part of the human ſpegies ? What 

abſurdity for ſuch a perſon as this to fit in that houſe, 

which is as much devoted to the devil as the church 

is to God, for three hours together, to hear obſceni- 

ties, at Which a virtuous heathen would have bluſh» 
ed If you aſk twenty of the people who do theſe / 

things whether they are chriſtians, nineteen of them 

weill anſwer, they are chriſtians to be jure! what do 

you think of them ? Or if they are not now quite ſo 

good as they ought to be, they hope to be better by 
and by! But can a ſoul which truly and fincerely-ecks 
after ſalvation do theſe things ? No certainly, not 

= willingly : though they may by particular eircum- 

(ſtances, as the being under the direction of huſbands. 
or parents, be ſometimes obliged to appear at the 

_ courts of vanity, yet their hearts will even there be fix- 
ed where their everlaſting treaſure is; ; and they will, 
ke the three men who would not worſhip: the golden 
image, praiſe their God in the | midſt of the fire 
When the Spirit of God has wrought i in a ſoul this 
hatred of the vanities it uſed to delight in, it has rea- 
ſon to rejoice indeed. What greater mark of the love 
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| J 
of Cod to a ſoul, chan his havitig thus drawn it to de- 
light above all things in himſelf ? If we love a friend, 
we deſire and ſtrive that this friend may return our 
love, and joy and delight in us: and amazing con- 
deſenſion! Will the Creator of all things viſibleand 
inviſible, the Cd who called angels and archangels into 
being, thus deal with us poor finful worms of the eart 
What heart can withſtand ſuch love? What heart 
but mult at this thought fink into the duſt, and Joſe 
itſelf in wonder, joy, and adoration? 1 have time 
nee Adieu. en 


Wedneſday Night, March 27, 2764. 
I delight, indeed, my dear, in giving you 
any information or comfort that lays in my power; 
and at the ſame timethe e thought. that J, unworthy as 
I am, ſhould be made in the leaſt inſtrumental to the 
good c of another, makes me ſhrink into nothing in 
the ſight of that God, whole free bounty and mere 
has thus bleſſed me. 1 often wonder, when I refle& ; 
on the pride, the hardneſs, the ſelf ſufficiency, and 
exceſſive vanity « of my heart, at the greatneſs of chat 
power, which has begun. to. work ſo great a change, that | 
Jonge ſo ſelf-righteous and full of merit, ſo clated / 
with the pri of reaſon, that I could explain a | 
all the goſpel terms of ſalvation, and truſt 4 
wholly in the candour and goodneſs of my "own = \ 
ſhould now be brought to lie | down at the foot of the 
* . all my merit, . of the cor- 


ruptions 
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0 1 ones thought clean,, 4 
ing for mercy oniy, through the merits of a cruciſed 
| Redeemer, is an amazing act of mercy on God's part, 
and calls for conſtant returns of gratitude and thanks. 
fulneſs on mine. This change too of inclination, 
| which you now experience, demands the ſame en 
you. I hope you will have an opportunity of being 
ſtrengthened and encouraged on Saturday, by Mr, . ö 
My beſt reſpects to him. I wiſh him to be continual- 
by increaſed in every good word and work. 'When- 
ever he has time, it will give me great ſatisfaction to 
ſee him. I will wait on him as ſoon as I poſlibly cap. 
May the divine grace be ever —_— itſelf 
oa Alia. | , | \ 
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- 1 Detered writing, 2 dear, Wers to have ſeen 

| you on Saturday; I am glad you have fo juſt a no- 

tion of earneſtly ſtriving againſt fin; and fear not, 

3 but go on in the ſtrength of your Redeemer, and he 

| will affuredly bring all your « enemies under your feet; 
to be delivered (as you are) from che love of ſin, is 
one great ſtep towards being delivered fromm the 
power of it. When temptations affault you, imme- 
diately look to Chriſt ; and when you Bave been 

weak enough to yield to them, fly to the blood of 

 Ipriokling, which, is indeed the 555 thing in hea- 

ven or carth that can heal your wounded foul. Look 

e continually 


r S 


is 
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continually on Jeſus Chriſt as your Saviour, and beg, 


of God to give you an abiding ſenſe of his pardoning 
love; ſo ſhall you go on from grace to grace, til! 
every thought of your heart is brought into' mac 
to Chriſt, Adieu. | 


— 3 


I Was 3 to TOM you yah ſo pale on Sunday ; 
I fear you give way too much to fretting, and that 
will be hurtful both io body and ſoul,” Was not Mr. 


ww 


B. s ſermon a means of enlivening you? Did you nt 


long to join the chorus of *Worthy art thou O Lord, 
&c. Mr. V. was much delighted, and ſo far from be- 
ing offended at the lawn ſlee ves, we were all pleaſ- 


ed; for 'tis very certain that people cannot be too 


much warned of the danger of reſting either in forms 
or doctrines. Let your opinions or mode of worſhip 
be ever ſo orthodox, they profit little while the/ſoul. 


remains a ſlave to every hurtful and fooliſh luſt! Let 


the fociety of profeſſors' to which we are joined be 
ever ſo far from antichriſtian doctri nes, it little avails | 
us while we have an antichriſt within, a proud heart 
ſetting itſelf. up againſt Chriſt, and an idol temple, {1 


where intereſt, pleaſure, and vanity, are exalted in 


our affetions above God. Let you and I, my dear, {} 
take care that our hearts condemn us not in this! Let 
Chriſt be © Lord of every motion there! Let us be 
watchful not to « grieve the bleſſed Spirit!” but al- 
ways attentive to the “ still mall voices which if 
4 [ | '- we 
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faithful to every degree of grace given unto us, that 


FFF 
eee e 


+ 4 4 * 0 
1 a 
* ' . ITT 47 ad N a 
32 * Ss $ 
LI 
9 
& % P 


e ſo es wha Quay you for 175 
ing to me, and beg of you to keep your Nedee 


r in the eye of your mind, and he will ſup» 
port you better than ten thouſand earthly friends; he 


is indeed. your ftrength, your light, and will be your, 
. everlaſting ſalvation I rejoice that you were enabled 
to deny playing at cards, and to bear the reproach of 
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your fiſter will tell you how, happy we have 
been, and how often we have wiſhed you had 
been a e of our happineſs. 1 have been told 
how much you was affected in thinking I was dan- 
gerouſly ill: it certainly would be ungrateful in me 
not to love you for this tenderneſs, and be highly ſen- 
ſible of it: but at the ſame time I cannot help. begging _ 
of you, as a chriſtian, to moderate your aſfection for 
me, Love me from the moſt commendable motives \ 
you will, ſtill it is ſetting your heart too much upon a 
creature, to carry it to ſuch a height. Tis very-odd 
for me to write thus, that is, it might ſeem ſo to ſome - | 
people; but you, my dear, know better. Oh may || 
the God of infinite love entirely fill our with. 
his loue, and peace, and joy, both in time a N 
. wn <a. $i 1 7 1 


—— 
8 A Soturdey Night, June 16 175%) 
A things work together for good to thoſe fl. 3 
love God; therefore if I write as à chriſtian, I n 
my dear 
will be 
for 


muſt not ſay I am ſorry for your illnefs : 
ſoul, this and every thing which befals 


7 144 * * 5 


5 your benefit, if you earneſtly pray for | vrace, to 
Shave no. will hut that of. your heavenly Fathex's. Per- 
fect reſignation to the will of God is what we much 

talk of, but rarely underfland—it is heaven itſelf begun 
in the foul, —I truſt you will ſoon be able to tell me 
how greatly. the love of God is. increaſed in your 
heart fince I laſt ſaw you, and how much more power 
you have gained over ſin, Oh rejoice the heart off 

_ your friend by continuing ſtedfaſt, and continually 

5 preſſing forward towards the mark of the * 15 

7 your high leg. Ain. / M 
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A* you tempted, my dear? God will aſſuredly 
with the temptation make a way to eſcape, that 
you may be able to bear it. The more you ſee and are 
convinced of the blackneſs and hardneſs of your own 
+ heart, the better; when God gives us to feel that we 
gare, from our fallen nature, altogether corrupt and 
a  abominable, then it is that we moſt eagerly graſp «e 
' the purity and righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt ; then it 
is that we ſee in him a Redeemer wholly fitted to our 
Wants, one who is in truth “ our righteouſneſs, wiſ- 
dom, ſandtification, and redemption.” Study theſe 
four words, my dear ſoul, till they are even ingrafted 
in your heart, and ceale not - to ie foryour x wor- 
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ſee you conſtantly watch over che 2 of your 

ſoul ; God is indeed ever ready to ear Roe who 
call upon him, and I fincetely beg of him to fill you - 

with all ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus,—I do not 
wonder that you are ſo continually tempted of him | 
who goes about as a roaring lion, ſeeking whom he 
may devour ; but you well know his temptations can. 
not hurt you, if you take care earneſMly to ſeek for 
that grace by which you may conquer all temptation, 
and by which every temper may be rooted out that 
can give encouragement to temptation, ''T am glad 
you had the ſatisfaction of converſing with A.M. 
May your heavenly Father daily increaſe your means- 


of grace and your hopes 825 — 5 8 


„ „* * 
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* Aue friend, Ae * 1784 


Return you thanks 8 dms . in 
your reſolution of ſtaying yourſelf upon Re+ .. 
deemer;-even when he withdraws his comforts from 
you. This time | of darkneſs and deſertion 'is che 
bhardeſt trial of faith ; outward affliiftiong may eaſily . (1 
be endured when the bleſſed beams of God's counte- | -) 
nance ſhine bright in the ſoul; but. when he hides | 
himſelf from ut, every thing is a burthen, : ag Hough 
f. 
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= in the dd of all earthly proſperity, Nos ans 
08 ing all the day long ; and then if temptations aſſault 
5 us from without, and our own corruptions from with- 
im, 'tis hard indeed to ſtand in ſo lippery a path ; but 
even chen our heavenly Father is ever near us, though 
eee and if we can then ſay, « though 

4 he. ſlay we yet will 1 truſt in him,” this is pure 

Faith indeed; and I yerily believe a foul in this fate, 
and thus, traſting, is more acceptable in the, font of 

© (God, than when, it is triumphing and rejoicing in a 
full ſenſt of his love, When an earthly parent ſees his 
-  Iittle child fick, and weak, holding out its hands to 
Vin or help, and unable o expreſs its wants and 
. FFF 
> more moved with towards it than 
| When it is in perſett health ? And does not the love 

of our heavenly Father infinitely exceed that of the / 

. fondeft parent? « Can a woman ſorget her fucking 
child? Yea they may forget, yet will I never for- 

e get thee, ſays the Lord.” What t encouragement is 
386 here, Who then can doubt of the never- failing mer- 
. cies of their God ?—lI am glad you did not take my 

| letter amiſs. Tell your ſiſter if ſhe can truſt Mr. C. 
with delivering my letters, Mr. I. could give him 
one every week. I wiſh: you, my dear loves. an i in- 
E -  reale of every bing we OOO Og 
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Gov thr, at 1 e 
Rumler him who" endured 1 
dition of finners againſt himſelf, leſt you be Wer 
and faint in your mind Believe me; my dear 
friend, my heart feels the moſt tender concern for | 
you; and 1 heartily beg of our dear Redeemer, tht ö 
he would raiſe, ſtrengthen, and comfort you. That - 
any one ſhould affi the affifled is hard indeed: but - - 
conſider, that when your Saviour's hands and seg 
were nailed to. the croſs, and the wounding thorns | 
cruſhed into his ſacred temples, even then, they gave © 
ſufferings, were they even a million of times greater \ a 
chan they are, when compared with thoſe df the | 
Lamb of God ? Nay, ought you not rather to\rejoice | 
in your affliction, becauſe through ſufferings you are 
brought into a greater conformity with the Captain of 
your ſalvation? Beſides that part of your ny i 
' which is indeed the hardeſt to bear, may be gt 
tive of the greateſt good ; good to your ſoul a oy f 
to God. What an opportunity have you now to ? 
that your mitid is renewed after the image of 
by returning love, bleſſing, nina rg, 
and ill uſage ! And this too is the beſt defence you \ 
can make, either for yourſelf or your brethren, When 
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in - your 


.*.. coNenance even when y. your | ſon 1 was in danger: 1 
lie, thing but the love of God inyour heart could 
8 effect thi and ſhpuld now.the Syn of Righteouſneſs 
| be withdrawn,. and your foul bvej rwhelmed* with 
4 - darkneſs, yet be aſſured he will ſoon getumn; he 
ariſe with healing in his wings, and you ſhall reit 
An he light of his countenance. Like a8 a father pi. b 
denn his own children, eyen ſo, is the. Lord merciful | 2 
ane a. #657 n n en 
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